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WE URGE YOU...

To add $5.00 to your annual dues and get your Scratch
Sheet quicker, in better condition, and with more
certainty. Bulk Mail is treated very shabbily and often
never reaches you. We will be happy to slip your copy in
a protective envelope, stamp it "FIRST CLASS" and send it
speedily on its way. Use the RENEWAL FORM in the
back of this issue, and mark the appropriate boxes.

*This applies only to members in the Continental U.S. All
other members already receive theirs by First Class Mail.

ARE YOU MOVING? Send us your new address on the
RENEWAL/ADDRESS CHANGE form inside the back
cover. You don't want to miss a single issue!!

COVER PHOTO: A basketful of Maine Coon kittens belonging to
Hannalore Spahn, Ampuriabrava, Spain. Photo taken in 1994.

Spring is the season of New Life, new beginnings. We wish all of you
many new beginnings.

~

Producing Award-Winning Cats
from
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Dorothy & Gary Robinson
P.O. Box 281
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The

Scratch Sheet

Editor’s Note

Asisevidencedin the collection of "Let-
ters" this issue, everyone is reading the
Scratch Sheet, and that's wonderful.

Some are reading with blinders, and

that is not good. The Scratch Sheet is

meant tobe MCBFA's information/communication
vehicle. Nowhere in its title does it say "Holy Bible
according to MCBFA (or the Editor)". The Editor
and its contributing writers enjoy the same right to
freedom of speech and press that all of you do.

It has definitely stimulated discussion, and
that too is wonderful. So rather than writing deni-
grating letters that squelch ideas and make people
retreat and afraid to express themselves, it would be
better to submit constructive opinions/suggestions/
sketches, etc. to augment the discussion, and thereby
come to some point of understanding, respect and
acceptance of individuals.

Paul Kurtz, a Fancier in Illinois, was the ONLY
person to take up the challenge of naming all the cats
on the cover of the last issue. He named 7 of the nine
correctly. Just for participating, I'm sending him a
set of old-fashioned cat postcards. Thank you, Paul.
Here are the correct names of the cats, clockwise,
starting at the top:

McKimmey's Warrior

Capecoon's Indy of McWhiskers

Wyndhaven's Beaudesapha of Wolfewillow

Terrificats Vanna

Berryhill's Silver Dawn

Wyndhaven Quirk

Gracie

Hoosiercoon Bobbie Six

Essiecoons Winston

The theme of this issue is RESPONSIBILITY -
-as a breeder and a fancier. We talk about ways to
establish a better reputation; rescuing and finding
new homes; dealing with aggressive animal rights
groups and the legislation developing across the
nation. We hope that it helps you realize that it is
better to join them than hide. Itis better to be active
than passive. MCBFA and The Scratch Sheet are
showingtheseindividualsand groupsthatall breed-
ers aren't bad, and that we strive to promote the
same ideals they do. But each of you must back up
our words with action so that our message does not
ring hollow.

Our next issue will feature our male members
and their cats--both breeders and fanciers. Send in
your pictures and stories, either about your catteries
or your individual cats. Pedigrees would be an

added attraction. Deadline is May 15, 1996

From THe
MAILBOX

DO WE REALLY CARE?

When 1 first thought of writing about
Hester for the Scratch sheet, I had reservations.
Afterall, thisisamagazine about Maine Coons,
something Hester definitely is NOT. Then our
dear Editor told me the theme of this quarter's
issue. I've tried to make Hester's story a little
humorous, but thereis nothing humorous about
her plight, or the plight of thousands of home-
less and unwanted pets.

There is nothing funny about finding ani-
mals living at garbage dumps, hunting for
food. Nothing humorous about pets running
scared alongside the road. Nothing humorous
about humane societies so overcrowded they
have to euthanize. Let's face it, killing animals
to make room for more is a vicious cycle. A
friend from the Humane Society in New York
once said she never used the term "put to sleep”
with people. She said they are not sleeping and
they don't wake up!

There was a real person who called me
inquiring about a female so that her son could
experience "the miracle of birth". I tried my
best to make her understand this was not the
thing to do, butafterall was said, herlast words
were, "You can always find homes for kittens,
they're so cute". I finally told her what Traci
Jones had recently told me--her vet tech an-
swers that kind of statement with "Just visit the
pound every Thursday and experience the
"miracle of death"!

I hope we've all been preaching to the
converted. Certainly, no MCBFA member or
fancier would ever abandon a pet or breed
without the reasonable assurance of decent,
loving homes. And, we're all prepared to keep
those we produce who don't getadopted, aren't
we?

Of the Maine Coon breeders I've met,
almost everyone is in some form of animal
rescue, although most don't even think of it as
that. They just see a need and meet it. Many
have former strays; many practice capture/
vaccinate/neuter/release programs. Many
have neutered and placed "someone else's re-
sponsibility" into good homes. Alan's oft-used
phrase, "someoneelse's cat" comes when Ispend
money on spaying, shots, etc. for a stray we've
rescued.

What happens the next time a pregnant
cat or tiny kitten appears? Do I turn it away,
send it toit's almost certain death at the pound,

or continue to amass so many cats that we all
suffer? It's something I worry alot about and I
know Hester will not be the last to show up at
our door.

One organization said they couldn't keep
an animal longer than two weeks. THIS TIME,
I could, but if we all don't do our share to give
ananimal a home, take steps to educate people
to spay or neuter (they DON'T NEED one litter
first to be happy), find homes for ones we can't
keep, and do whatever else we can to help,
we're all going to be in trouble.

If we say we love cats (and dogs) and do
NOTHING, do we really care????

Bev Jennings, Alberlee
Rincon, GA

Dear Editor:

As a breeder member, I am becoming
increasingly concerned about the tone of The
Scratch Sheetat the present time.

Toomuchemphasisisbeing placed on the
look of the Maine Coon and breeders working
with the more extreme look are being viewed
in a very negative fashion.

No one is "genetically engineering" this
look. Many breeders happen to be working
with Heidi-Ho lines. When two cats with this
lineage are bred together, they often produce
kittens withlongmuzzles, large earsand heavy
lynx tipping. I have seen this happen time and
time again when breeding fairly moderate cats
with Heidi-Ho lineage. To say we are altering
or "genetically engineering" our cats is fool-
hardy and dangerous.

Thereisenoughdivisionalreadybetween
breeders of different looks and the different
organizations. Itis time we started to all come
together for the welfare of the breed.
Inflamatory statements which are unfounded,
are not helpful. They only "fuel the fire".

We should be concentrating on the com-
mon bond we all share--the love of the Maine
Coon Cat. There is plenty of room in the fancy
for the different looks, and The Scratch Sheet
should not be used as a vehicle for a very
narrow point of view.

As farasthe healthand vigor of the Maine
Coon is concerned, I agree there are problems
and I do notknow what the solution is. Hyper-
trophic cardiomyopathy is seen in many unre-
lated lines, as is pectus. Breeding two outcross
cats together does not solve the problems as all
the Maine Coon lines were developed through
inbreedingand close line breeding. [ have seen
outcross lines bred with disastrous results. We
are experiencing the same problems that have
plagued breeders working with pedigreed ani-
mals of any sort.

Please let's stop bashing each other over
muzzle length, ear size and lynx tips and focus
on the important issues at hand.

Sincerely, Cynthia Patteson
Coontastic Maine Coons, New York
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Dear Editor:

The Winter 1995 issue was both a surprise
and a major disappointment to me. While read-
ing the article on "What [Exactly Does] A Maine
Coon Look Like", I was shocked to read a refer-
ence to "long horse-faced muzzles" and to see a
diagram that showed an ear with "too thick" lynx
tips. Theseare personal opinions and should not
bereflected in 7he Scratch Sheet. The publication
was designed to represent all breeders, their
various looks and associations. Stating that we
are breeding to please judges is totally off the
mark. We breed for the look we want which is
good lynx tips and long muzzles. It is my plea-
sureand my desire to develop a Maine Coon that
I feel both meets the Standards of my association
and my personal vision of the cat.

Sincerely, Patricia LeDoux
Temora Maine Coon Cats, MA

Dear Editor:

I wanted to write my first and last "letter to
the Editor" to explain why, after 14 years as
breeder members, my wife and I have decided
not to continue our membership in MCBFA.

Cheri and I made this decision for several
reasons. A large factor, perhaps the largest,
comes from our decision to stop breeding and
showing (it just ain't fun anymore). However,
concern for, and dismay at the state of the asso-
ciation also played a large role in our decision.

We both feel that MCBFA has grown too
large to function as anything other than a debat-
ingsociety. We've been unable to keep out many
unethical breeders. It seems that our officers can
no longer resolve problems between kitten buy-
ers and breeders due to threats and fears of
lawsuits. Despite years of effort, it seems that
every catfancy organization has a different stan-
dard for our cats. We haven't even been able to
agree on a code of ethics for ourselves. In addi-
tion, we feel that the sponsorship program has
become a joke. Ninety percent-plus of the spon-
sors have never been to their sponsoree's cattery
more than once. Witness the many breeders
who have sponsored 3-4 or more new members
at a time. Heck, the only new member I ever
sponsored was in the UK!

It's time for us to admit that we can't really
do anything about anything. Stop pretending
that we can, and relax the membership require-
ments to the level of the rest of the breed clubs.
Simply have prospective members provide proof
of having bred at least one litter and let them in.
Either that or simply disband entirely, altho I
know thatwon'thappen. Too many people have
their egos tied too tightly to what happens here.

Perhaps the association can be resurrected
to the form it had ten years ago, when it was a
tight-knit organization of dedicated breeders,
who were more interested in the Coon's welfare
than in personal ego gratification. However,
that would take a monumental effort and a great
deal of dedication, and I simply don't see those
kinds of folks around anymore.

In closing, I would like to wish you and all
the rest of my old friends good luck in the future.
May you all have healthy kittens and many
Grands in each litter. And I bid you goodbye.

Sincerely, Todd & Cheri Glosier
Shirecats Maine Coons, California
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Dear Editor:

I'would like to make corrections to the two
leading sentences in my letter to the editor in the
Winter 95 issue. They were not well edited and
are completely in error. The first sentence "I have
two Maine Coon alters which are full brothers to
a recent Memorial cat, etc." is totally false. My 2
cats, who are brothers, are not related to any
Memorial cat. In my original letter, before it was
edited for publication, I merely commented on
the death of a cat from cardiomyopathy. (not
related)

The second sentence "They, along with their
sire died of cardiomyopathy" is irrational since
in the next sentence I refer to my health concerns
over my two very much alive cats. I don't know
who the "They" in that second sentence refers to.
It makes no sense.

I had also written in my original letter that
I've never written a letter to an editor and now I
know why. My letter was edited in such a way
that the first two sentences are misleading, false
andillogical. Consider this, please, my last letter
to the Editor.

Sincerely, Beth Robertson
Morrisville, Vermont

[Ms. Robertson has been sent a personal card of
apology from the Editor]

Dear Editor:

The article on Feline Vaccines which you
wrote for our Winter edition was very thor-
oughly researched, and very informative, but it
neglected to comment on one aspect of vaccines
whichisimperative knowledge if breeders are to
make an educated decision of weighing the pro's
against the con's. This aspect is the ongoing
studies of side effects from some of the vaccines,
specifically, Feline Leukemia, Rabies and Feline
Infectious Peritonitis.

There is a definite link between FeLV and
Rabies vaccines and deadly fibrosarcoma tu-
mors in cats, mostly at the injection site, some-
times elsewhere on the cat's body. The instance
of these tumors has exploded in areas where
mandatory rabies vaccine laws have been en-
acted in the past few years. The tumors run
deeply through the muscular tissue, making their
removalimpossible. In the cases T have followed,
surgeries to remove the tumors only served to
cause rapid regrowth. Radiation therapy hasnot
resulted in a cure. It is believed that the tumors
are caused by the aluminum adjuvant contained
in the vaccines. There is a very well-written
article in the November 1995 issue of the CFA
Almanac for those who want more information,
and the Winn Foundation is in the process of a
study on Vaccine-induced fibrosarcomas.

Also, I have an article which ran in the
Persian News, Oct 1993, written by Lorraine
Shelton, a veterinary technician who worked for
a company researching FeLV, FIP and FIV. Itis
very technical in nature, but states that some cats
vaccinated for FeLV will develop FIP. It further
states that 20-73% of vaccinated kitties in the FIP
study developed enhanced clinical disease upon
challenge with FIP. The main gist of the article
was to use caution--do not let your cats become

guinea pigs. How can they develop a vaccine for
a virus which they cannot even isolate from
other corona viruses?

I'have another article from the JAVMA (Vol
207, No.4, Aug.15,1995) entitled "Are We Vacci-
nating Too Much?" It covers such topics as
Duration of Immunity, Sarcoma Formation, Im-
mune-mediated Disease, Vaccine Failure, Risk
vs. Benefit, using titer tests to determine the
duration of protection on individual animals,
etc. I will provide reprints of these articles for
anyone who is interested.

I wonder if there is a licensed veterinarian,
also amember of MCBFA, who would be willing
to proof future SS articles which deal with medi-
cal information? We need to be very careful that
we do not give out mis-information to our read-
ers, and that we present both the pro's and con's
of medical issues.

Sincerely, Traci Jones
Rocquoone Maine Coon Cats
Glen Allen, VA Ph: 804-270-7040

[ED: My article was researched solely from
veterinary publications and proofed by Dr. F.
Clarke Berryman, DVM. Rabies vaccine requires
administration by a licensed vet. Itis their busi-
ness to know the correct methods of administra-
tion and side effects.

Inaddition, Dr. Mary McCauley, DVM and
MCBFA member (former Maine Coon breeder)
has graciously offered to proof all future medical
articles. Please send them to her along with a
SASE to forward to the Scratch SheetEditor. Her
address is: 18355 Gladville St. Homewood IL
60430]

Dear Editor:

Thank you for sending my Scratch Sheetby
First Class Mail. Keep up the good articles. I
loved the one you wrote on "What Exactly Does
A Maine Coon Look Like". Keep up the good
work.
Thank you, Judy Harvey
Classycoon Cattery, New York

Dear Editor:

The latestissue of The Scratch Sheetis super!
I particularly enjoyed the articles on Ginny, the
Schindlers; the good explanations about the types
of vaccinations to give, especially the reprint on
Bordatella; and the delightful story about a day
at Rocquoone.

I must agree with Ginny that there is too
much emphasis on winning and not enough on
protection of the breed by careful breeding; she
also hit the nail on the head about the lack of
guidance being given to too many of the new
breeders. Wehave all seen the results of washing
our hands of a cat after it has been sold. Thank
heavens I was fortunate enough to be taken in
hand by Vicki Shipp, Sue Shaw and Mary
Buckmaster, who were always there forme when
I had a problem or a question and who never
hesitated to set me straight if I seemed to be
veering from the proper path. Like Ginny, I have
been appalled at some of the pedigrees I have
recently seen; line breeding done fora purpose s
appropriate, but INBREEDING TO THEEXTENT
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The

Scratch Sheet

LETTERS cont.

IT IS BEING DONE CAN NEVER BE EXCUS-
ABLE! Some people have been lucky--so far--but
I fear for the day when the accounting is de-
manded, as it will be.
Thanks for a great issue, and keep up the
good work.
Sincerely yours, Liz Flynn, V.P.
Tanasi Maine Coons, Georgia

Dear Editor:

Thank you so much for the hand-drawn
head and ear diagramsin the latest Scratch Sheef!!
This need for clarification has always seemed so
necessary buthow to expressithad always eluded
me, and coming from you as Editor; I HOPE
people willlisten and stop breeding the "German
Shepard look"!

Sincerely, Beth Kus, Dirigo MC

Dear Editor:

This letter is in response to a recent vote
NOT to admit a person that I sponsored into
MCBFA as a Breeder Member. I will tell the story
and let the readers decide if the current rules for
attaining breeder member status are allowing a
few unethical breeders toblackball qualified new
members.

One Sunday evening, Ireceived a phone call
for the provisional member thatI had sponsored.
She told me that she had attended a cat show in
which another provisional member had a litter of
2-month-old MCkittensin a crate under her cage.
Since 2-month-old kittens are too young to re-
ceive all their shots, and are too young to bring
into a show hall (as per that association's show
rules), she told the show manager that the kittens
were there. The show manager responded that
she knew about them and that she had approved
of them being there. The provisional member
said that that was not acceptable, but she let it go.
While at the show, she was told that she should
learn to keep her mouth shut or she could be kept
out of MCBFA. Since that statement bothered
her, she called me to find out what to do. I told her
that she had done the right thing, and that the
health of the kittens was more important than
what others thought about her. We both hoped
that would be the end of the story. However,
early the next week, I received a phone call from
a member of the MCBFA Ethics Committee. I

was informed by that person that I should tell
this prov. member to keep her mouth shut, or she
would be blacklisted and kept out of MCBFA.
The call was not a threat. It was a person I know,
telling me what they had heard and trying to be
helpful to me and the prov. member. I was
amazed! I was on the phone with a member of
the Ethics Committee who was telling me that to
be a breeder member of MCBFA, the prov. mem-
bershouldignore the MCBFA Code of Ethicsand
be careful not to anger people who were violat-
ing that code. It made no sense to me, but I took
the message as friendly advice and told the prov.
member that, althoughIthoughtit was the wrong
way foran organization like MCBFA to be run, to
tell me the next time she saw a problem, and let
me handle it.

During the interim between the above inci-
dent and the vote on acceptance into full breeder
member status in MCBFA, I advised the prov.
member how to maintain a clean and controlled
cattery, and how to choose the right breeding
program so that her cattery did not expand be-
yond control. She complied, and in my opinion
has a cattery that many of the breeder members
could use as a model to get their catteries back
under control.

This prov. member was up for vote and
rejected by a vote of 9 Yes and 9 No. There aren't
18 breeder members who know her. In fact,
before the vote, we were worried that there may
not be 8 breeder members that knew her well
enough to vote. Ironically, I had rejected the
temptation to call people who did not know her
in an attempt to get them to vote yes, because it
seemed to be contrary to the spirit of the voting
process. However, the only way that nine people
could have voted against her is if there was a
campaign to blackball her. Itisa fact that several
of the nine NO votes had to be people who had
never met my sponsoree, but who agreed to vote
according to the urgings of others.

By the way, the prov. member who brought
the 2-month-old kittens into the showhall WAS
voted in as a full breeder member. As a result,
while I find it hard to believe that if you care
about the health and care of Maine Coons, and
make every effort to run a model cattery, you do
not belongin MCBFA. That seems to be a logical
interpretation of the situation.

Steven G. Cole, Ryanplace Cats, Texas

Dear Editor:

As a rookie Maine coon fancier, I am hesitant to
write, but I would like to point out that I agree
strongly with your editorial in the Winter 1995
issue. [ agree wholeheartedly that manipulating
the breed will only work to the detriment of the
animals that we profess to care so much about.
Man's attempt to refine nature's designs have
resulted in animals that cannot survive in their
natural habitat--indeed animals that have no
natural habitat. Take for example, that9 out of 10
chickens have lost the instinct to sit on their own
brood of eggs. Striking a little closer to home,
breeds such as the RagDoll, which for all their
cuteness could not survive a day in the wild.
Their proclivity to "go limp" at a sign of danger
would mean accidental death, maiming orworse.
Avoid breeding your own line of eccentric cats.
The breed you design and name may have a
miserable lot in life.

Sincerely,
Victor R.Volkman

Dear Editor:

I read with some trepidation, the article "Life in
aCathouse" (Winter'95) by Traci Jones. The very
next day, [ read what Kitty Angell had to say in
the March issue of CATS Magazine, in the regu-
lar feature "Dear Kitty". I quote in part, "Many
people would never rear their children the way
they raise their animals. In homes where little or
no discipline and supervision are provided, cats
turninto tiny terrorists! Like small children, cats
are in need of guidance and limitations. Many
peoplein their genuine love for their cats, tend to
allow them to do anything they want. But a cat
that lives with no rules is as uncontrollable as a
small child in a similar situation." As my own
kitties are far from angels, I've found that a plant
sprayer and a tin with a few pennies work won-
ders. I also shut them in a cat-proof sun room
while we're away. Cats underfoot while cook-
ing, and "plumey tails through the plates" seems
like a good place to start a little discipline. Mrs.
Jones didn't mention cats on the counters, (my
own special no-no). I really hate to think of
makingasandwich (oranythingelse) where a cat
has sat.
Mary Davies, Fancier Member

Onion Powder in Baby Food

may induce anemia in cats

Itis commonin veterinary practice to tempt

sick and debilitated animals to eat by offering
them food that we consider to be highly palat-
able. One such product is commercially avail-
ablebaby food. It has come to the attention of the
veterinarians in our hospital, through the inves-
tigative tenacity of an astute client, that the manu-
facturer of one of the most popular brands of
baby food recently began adding onion powder
to at least two varieties (chicken and turkey
flavors). The aforementioned client was referred
to us because her cat developed a regenerative
anemia associated with marked heinz body for-
mation. [Ed: These formations are abnormalities

in the DNA of the red blood cells, observed only
under high-powered magnification] She had
begun feeding her cat turkey baby food approxi-
mately two weeks prior to presentation. The
anemiaand heinzbody formationresolved within
three days after discontinuing the diet contain-
ing onion powder. Another veterinarian caring
for another cat with a similar case history and
hematologic data described resolution of the
problem after discontinuing feeding the same
brand of baby food containing onion powder.
Onions have been known to cause oxida-
tive damage to canine and feline RBC (specifi-
cally to the hemoglobin molecule). The struc-
tural differences of feline hemoglobin make it
more sensitive to oxidative damage. The af-
fected RBC undergo accelerated destruction by

intravascular fragmentation or extravascular
phagocytosis by the spleen.

There has not been a scientific cause and
effect established for the described observations,
however, these clinical findings are strongly sug-
gestive of onion toxicosis. Therefore, it would
appear prudent that we read the labels of baby
food and other non-pet food products to ensure
that the food does not contain onion powder
before we feed it to our small animal patients. In
addition, we should inform our clients to follow
this recommendation, because onion powder is
listed as an ingredient in various brands of baby
food.

Dr Andrew J. Kaplan, DVM

Mill Valley, CA
reprinted w/permission from JAVMA, Vol 207
No. 11, Dec. 1, 1995

4




BULLETIN
BOARD

-

MCBFA MEETING

March 22-24, 1996

in conjunction with the
Penn-Jersey Cat Club Show

in Secaucus, NJ

It is usually held on one of the above dates and ALL
MCBFA members, Fanciers, Prov. Breeders and Full
Breeders and guests are welcome.

Let's have a large turnout.

For more meeting information, you may call
Barbara Washburn at 610-644-9372.

_J

Special 1996 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Put your Name and/or Cattery name in the space marked "Referred By". Make copies of the Special Membership Application below. Hand these out
to Fanciers interested in Maine Coons, new "Kitten Parents", or to those who simply like to read about cats. Send these Special Forms and checks directly
to the Editor for tabulation and credit for prizes. Renewals are not eligible. NEW MEMBERS ONLY.

GRAND PRIZE - an original watercolor painting titled " Maine Coon Winter", by Cheryl M. Gower. (Winner must get a minimum of 30 new readers)

1st Place - Full page ad (to a breeder); copy of "That Yankee Cat" by Marilis Hornidge (to a Fancier) For the most new members up to 30.
2nd Place - Half-page ad (to a breeder);First Class postage for your Scratch Sheet for one year.(to a Fancier)
3rd Place - Quarter-page ad (to a breeder);collection of Feline Stationery, stickers, cards etc.(to a Fancier)

r-___--__—_—__--—__-——-_-—_—--------—_--1

Sgeccad MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
CONTEST APPLICATION FORM

Yes, I would like to begin one year as a Fancier Member of MCBFA and
receive its quarterly publication, The Scratch Sheet. 1 have enclosed ~ REFERRED BY:
$15.00in USA ($16 in Canada; $26 Overseas). Please send my subscrip-

tion to: (Please PRINT) ADDRESS:

NAME: CITY:

CITY: STATE: Make check or Money Order payable to MCBFA (in U.S.
funds)

zpe . »
MAIL TO: The Scratch Sheet

[ understand that my subscription will begin with the issue following Cheryl M. Gower, Editor

the receipt of my dues, and my expiration date will appear on the 12376 Checkerboard Rd.

address label. Gervais OR 97026-9701
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The

Heritage Series ~ ~ ~
Rod & Betty Ljostad

here had always been at least one cat in any house that I lived

T in, so it seemed perfectly logical that Betty and I purchase a
Siamese cat soon after we married. A friend theninsisted that
we visit a cat show in the local county center. We were
fascinated by the many beautiful cats. It

wasn'tlongbefore we were attending shows as exhibi-

tors.

Years went by and in April of 1964, National
Geographic Magazine had an article on cats of the
world by Richard Gebhart with photos by Walter
Chandoa. One photo had a caption, "Maine Coon
Cat". I'thought the cat in the photo looked like Fluffy,
the neighbor cat of my youth. This was in City Island,
New York, a small island in the western end of Long
Island Sound. City Island was at that time a yachting
center. About half the island was devoted to boat
building or maintenance. Many yachts would follow
the coast from Maine to Florida. Fluffy was givenasa
kitten to our neighbors by a crewman of a large sail
boat. The boatyards always had many cats in resi-
dence. Sailors say they control the rats. I remember
the cooks putting out food on the docks to feed the
cats. Many of these cats were polydactyl (extra toes),
as was Fluffy. I would estimate that forty per cent of
the cats on the yachts and in the boatyards were
"polys".

We started looking for Maine Coon Cats in our
cat show circuit. Betty and I traveled as far as Boston
and Philadelphia and never saw a registered Maine
Coon. We did see a few household pets thatlooked as
if they could be related.

One of the nice things about being a school teacher is having time in
the summer to do different things. We always managed to take two weeks
and head for the rocky coast of Maine. I'had rigged up a Volkswagon van
forcamping. Iteven hadatent platform on the roof for daughter, Lynn. Our
modusoperandiwasto head for Acadia National Park, and go from there. A
magnificent park, Acadia is where I first saw an American eagle nesting.

We found an ad in CATS Magazine by Ethelyn Whittemore for
registered Maine Coon Cats. Betty wrote and made arrangements to visit.
We arrived in Augusta, Maine, crossed the Kennebec River, and headed
along Riverside Drive. After quite a while, checkinglandmarks, even Thad
toadmit we werelost. [ pulled over to a small general store and told the lady
at the counter that we were looking for Mrs. Robert Whittemore. She said,
"Iam Mrs. Robert Whittemore." Soon it was time for her to leave work and
we all proceeded to her nearby home. I remember she had a separate
building for the cattery, with steam heat piped out from the main house. We
saw many beautiful cats that day. Naturally we made arrangements for our
first Maine Coon Cat, a tortoiseshell, who could leave the cattery in six
weeks. She arrived in our house in May of 1968. This was Whittemore's
Jennifer.

A letterarrived from Nancy Silsbee (Koon Kit) of Lakeville, Connecti-
cut. She told how she had lost a beautiful Maine Coon neuter at thirteen
years of age and had so much trouble finding another that she decided to
breed some to be sure they were always available. She had purchased two
registered Maine Coon Cats from Mrs. Whittemore in October, 1966. After
breeding for two years, she was interested in organizing a group of friends
of the Maine Coon Cat, and extended an invitation to visit her in northwest
Connecticut. Nancy lived in an old farmhouse with Louise Scribner. They
were professional musicians, and the living room was filled by two parlor
grand pianos.

Attending the meeting were six Maine Coon owners: Ousi Kiefer,
Betty and Rod Ljostad, Theodora O'Toole, Nancy Silsbee and Nate Wartell.
This was in August, 1968. From this nucleus MCBFA was formed. Our
hope was to unite all those who were interested in the Maine Coon Cat. It
was a busy day. We set up an acting organization to serve until such time
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as we could approve a constitution. Nancy was acting President; I was
acting Vice President; Florence Wartell was TreasurerBetty was acting
Secretary. We set goals: To find Maine Coon Cats and owners wherever
they might be; To get one uniform standard approved, and to get the cat
accepted for championship exhibition in all nine reg-
istering organizations. We decided to meet monthly
to speed up the process.

Our early meetings soon added Lillias Vanderhoff
of Pequannock, NJ, who had Maine Coons from Mrs.
Whittemore in 1966, and Delanne Dubois of Houston,
Tx. Delane wrote, "My interest was aroused as a child
when told that my ancestors had brought these cats
with them to the Fireland Lands (Indian Lands) of
Ohio from their homes in Connecticut. This wasin the
1820s. There is a charming Indian legend that the
many-toed (polydactyl) brown tabby is the Indian
good luck cat. Iknew one such huge stud that the local
folk, in the area settled by my ancestors more than 100
years before, regularly gave a pat for good luck." In
1966, Whittemore's John of All Saints, a brown tabby
polydactyl stud arrived at the DuBois cattery [All
Saints].

Then we met Muriel Corgan. She got her
Whittemore cats in 1968. Muriel worked in a lun-
cheonette in Poughkeepsie, NY and liked to go West
on her vacations, bringing and showing her cats,
naturally. She met Eugene and Lee Eminhizer on one
of these trips. Dr. Eminhizer was an Assistant Profes-
sor at Youngstown State University in Ohio. Lee
taught in a local school in Warren, Ohio. They bred
and showed Himalayans, Persians and Manx. They
used to vacation in Maine and in 1964 added Maine Coons to their Emin-
Dale cattery. They wanted to be able to show Maine Coon Cats in their
local shows in Ohio. Maine Coons were not accepted in shows, because
they were not registered. The cat registries had all sorts of requirements
about registering a number of generations behind the cat. Gene did all the
paper work and registered his Maine Coons. He helped Mrs. Whittemore
register her cats and their previous generations. By the winter of 1966-67,
Maine Coons were accepted by CCA. In the Spring of 1967, ACA accepted
our breed. ACFA followed a short time later.

We'll "fast foreward" to 1970, because by then we had a constitution
approved by the membership and were ready for our first official election.
Elected were: Pres.- Dr. Eugene Eminhizer; VP - Dr. Rod Ljostad; Treas. -
Lillias Vanderhoff; Secy. - Betty Ljostad; Recorder - Muriel Corgan; Editor
- Nancy Silsbee. Nancy's healthwas deteriorating so the Editor's work was
subsequently taken over by the Secretary. Mrs. Whittemore was made an
honorary life member.

Gene and Lee Eminhizer used to come to New York to buy cork for
catscratching posts. Corkis good for these posts, because cats are attracted
to cork more than carpet. There was an old sea chandlers shop at what is
now called the South Street Seaport. This shop was a living museum, filled
with everything a fishing boat from the Fulton Fish Market would ever
wantorneed. [ followed Gene's example and boughtabagof 100 cork seine
floats. That's all it took to get me started in the scratching post business.
You canimagine my chagrin when I arrived in lower Manhattan for a refill
one day and found a hole in the ground where the shop should be and a
sign proudly proclaiming, "We're building a new museum". The cork gave
us an extra opportunity to meet and make plans. I now buy corks from
Portugal and ship scratching posts all over the country.

Thus far, | have introduced the cast of characters. It seems only fair
to give you some of the beginnings of the story.

SHOW-INS
Our program for publicizing the Maine Coon Cat included what we called
the "Show-In"--a united effort, whereby the group agreed on particular
shows, and brought their cats before the judges and the public, evenif they




were only eligible for exhibition.
CODES for the SALE and SHIPPING of
KITTENS
In the early days airlines carried freight in the
cargo hold, which often was not heated or
pressurized. After an unfortunate incident,
we decided that it would help to have codes,
the idea being that if the seller and buyer, the
shipper and recipient knew exactly what to
expect, the risk would be reduced.
POLYDACTYLISM
Many Maine Coons were polydactyl in the
early days. Our usual method of solving
things was to put it to a vote. The mail ballot
was the most democratic way we could oper-
ate. The question here came down to should
we write a standard for the normal-toed Maine
Coon, or should we include the polydactyl,
and in so doing make it more difficult to be
accepted by registering organizations. Those
who voted on this decided to submit the stan-
dard only for the normal-toed Maine Coon.
Betty and I decided then that we had better
buy a polydactyl Maine Coon. We didn't
want this feature to be lost to the breed. AsI
type this, a red and white polydactyl, sixteen-
year-old Maine Coon, named Mather (say
Martha with a Nor-easter accent) is sitting on
my desk. I can tell from the look on her face
that she is considering learning to type.
FOUNDATION REGISTRATION
The gene pool of the existing registered
Maine Coons (circa 1966) was quite small, so a

Whittemore's
Jennifer of

= Black

DCH Linden of War-Tell
Born: 2-15-68
Black

[~ Copper eyes

ACA 60541-3

CFA 820-0004 Black

[ CFF101M-30624-R1
Whittemore's Jennifer of JoStad
Born: 3-2-68 |_Ginger of Whittemore

|_Tortoiseshell CFF 101F1-36439-R2

Copper eyes
ACA 60954-2 =Sammie of Whittemore
CFF 101F2-33731 Whittemore's Dinah

L. Black

CFF101F-30720-R1

Whittemore's Sam-Bo

et CFF100M2-33311

Whittemore's Mid-Nite

= CFF100F2-33312

Sammie of Whittemore

JoStad's Annabelle - Silver Cl. Tabby

L/

JoStad's Ather (Arther spoken witha Nor'easter

accent) Red cl. Tabby Male

CFF 101M-30722-R1

—CFF 101F-30627-R1

CFF 101M-30624-R1

CFF 101F-30628-R1

CFF 101M1-36438-R2

=Whittemore's Tigress

=Whittemore's Schiller (Blue)

Whittemore's Fluffy (Calico)

_Sammie of Whittemore

|_Whittemore's Tigress(Brn. Tabby)

_Smokie Joe of Whittemore

proposal was made that cats with unknown
backgrounds could be registered as Maine
Coons as long as they met the standard. This
question raised lots of discussion, and actu-
ally it was one that each of the registering
organizations settled for themselves.
BREED CLUBS

CFF and CFA had requirements that a
breed club chartered by them had to exist
before a new breed could be accepted for
championship. We voted that MCBFA con-
tinue to remainindependent. At this time, the
number of Maine Coon breeders was a finite
number. So most MCBFA members joined
two more clubs and went to all the meetings.

Whittemore's Hester of JoStad
Cameo cl. tabby

Betty and I operated JoStad Kittery (the phonetic pronounciation of their lastname) and specialized inred,
blue and silver Maine Coons. Betty sang with the Parkchester Choral Society, and was one of the foundresses
of the Westchester Recorder Guild. She died of lung cancer brought on by smoking in 1987 at the age of 57.
Iearned a Doctor of Education degree from New York University in 1965 and taught shopwork/ engineering
drawingat Scarsdale High School in New York before retiring in 1990. Even though I'm 70, I still keep involved
JoStad with cats and showing by setting up cages and trophy tables. Swimming everyday makes me feel so good |

could clean out the garage. Fortunately the three-mile trip back home wears off the enthusiasm. ‘g‘

Smokey Joe of Whittemore (Black)
Tortilla (Tortoiseshell)

Sammie of Whittemore (Black)
Princess Sue (White)

I Smokie Joe of Whittemore
Ginger of Whittemore (Red Tabby)

Smokie Joe of Whittemore
Sno Queen (White)

Smokie Joe of Whittemore
Ginger of Whittemore

Smokie Joe of Whittemore
Sno Queen
(Moreonnextpage)
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JoStad's Mather today at 16 years of age.

. ‘ =1 Thankyou, Dr. Rod, forall 'youand Betty didto
JoStad's Jon (Solid Black) JoStad's Mather with kitten (red dl. ﬁJrfherz‘hedeVelopmentan.a’spreadz‘hegood
tabbies w/white) in about 1981. wordaboutourbeloved Maine Coon Cats.

"We growonly when wepushourselves be yondwhat wealready know”

Unknown

CAPECOON MAINE COON CATS
Cheryl & Bob Kearns
Yarmouthport, MA 02675 PH: 508-362-8826 FAX: 508-362-5244

171 Weir Rd.
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C a m pa |gn C I I pS Short Bits about MCBFA Electoral Hopefuls

For PRESIDENT:
Judy Chappetta, Cooncreole Maine Coons, Louisiana
Currently Breeder Member Secretary

For VICE PRESIDENT:
Incumbent, Liz Flynn, Tanasi Maine Coons, Georgia

"l am running for a second term as your Vice-President. As the
association will have a new President this year, I feel it might be advan-
tageous to have the continuity that would be provided by having the
second most important office held by one who is a present member of the
Executive Council. Although the Vice-Presidency is not an exceptionally
demanding position, this office needs to be held by someone who hasbeen
active in MCBFA and who has worked closely with the present adminis-
tration.

I have been a Breeder Member of MCBFA since the mid-1980's. 1
have served on the Ethics Committee as Chair and on the Complaints
Committee. While carrying out the duties of both of these committees, I
have been impressed by the vital necessity of making MCBFA a unified
force for the protection and preservation of the Maine Coon breed.

Now that I am in the second year of retirement from a lifelong
commitment to teaching, [ know that I do have the time and the energy to
devote to the Vice-Presidency and to any other tasks which the association
may feel need to be undertaken.

1 appreciate your support in the past and ask for your vote in the
upcoming election."

For FANCIER MEMBER SECRETARY:
Incumbent, Karen Wiggins, Karth Maine Coons, Texas

For Mid-Atlantic REGIONAL DIRECTOR:
JoAnn Genovese, Taelcat Maine Coons, Maryland

"I have been exhibiting Maine Coon Cats since 1986. In 1988, I started a
cattery and began my breeding program. Toriginally specialized insilver
Maine Coon Cats, with or without white, however, I am now concentrat-
ing on browns and blues, with or without white.

[ am a member of the Maine Coon Breed Committee for ACFA and
am very active in that association. In 1994, I became a licensed household
pet judge, and am working at fulfilling the requirements to become a
championship judge.

MCBFA was formed to promote and protect the Maine Coon Cat.
This association also has cultivated friendships among Maine Coon
breeders and fanciers. Asbreeders we need to work together to overcome
the problems that we have in our breeding programs and also about the
successes of our programs. As fanciers we need to support each other in
the judging rings and proudly display our beautiful cats for other exhibi-
tors and spectators to see and enjoy.

If elected as your Mid-Atlantic Director, I will bring with me fresh
ideas and much enthusiasm to this position. As an active breeder and
exhibitor, I can be found at shows along the East Coast and am available
to talk with you about your concerns and ideas regarding Maine Coons
and MCBFA. Please feel free to call me at410-850-0574. My e-mail address
is TAELCATO001@aol.com. I am asking for your support and your vote.

For Southwest REGIONAL DIRECTOR:
Darlene Ruhle, Crooners Maine Coons, Oklahoma
Currently Provisional Breeder Member Secretary

Western REGIONAL DIRECTOR: (3 filings)
Incumbent, Nancy Davenport, St. Clouds Maine Coons, California

I have been a Maine Coon breeder for the past ten years. All of the
cats I started with are alive and well in my home, including QGC St.
Cloud's Diamond Lil, the first kitten from my cattery. I've produced
about 200 kittens; sixty-three have gone to breeders in America, Europe
and Japan. [ believe these facts indicate a record of consistent quality and
good care.

I'm a semi-retired psychotherapist (MSW from UCLA '67) and a
member of Phi Beta Kappa. I work only a half-day per weeknow, so I have

plenty of time for my cats and other MCBFA-related duties. I was recently
elected to the TICA Maine Coon Breed Council.

During my first term as Western Director of MCBFA, I mediated and
helped resolve six disputes between breeders; brought in over 20 new
Fancier members; assisted in the rescue, rehabilitation and relocation of 20
distressed cats; referred 12 kitten buyers to breeders in our region; co-
chaired one meeting and provided assistance and advice to everyone who
requested it.

I've enjoyed my term as Western Director, and feel I've just gotten good
atit. If elected for another term, L hope to develop, enhance and find funding
for a regional Maine Coon rescue program. Hopefully, with your support,
I'1l be able to continue.

Helen Johns, Pedropurrs, California

It's time for MCBFA breeders to come together in unity to promote our
beloved Maine Coon Cats. We can get along; we can help one another by
sharing information. When one of us has a tragedy in our cattery, we can
provide educational and moral support. We can share with new breeders
what has and has not worked for us, and allow them to make their own
decisions based on experiential knowledge. If one of us is no longer able to
maintain our cattery, the rest of us can step in and help put us back on our
feet or help find good homes for our cats if needed.

I encourage you to send me your thoughts and ideas for our Western
Region. How do you see MCBFA in 1996; what would help you to promote/
maintain our "gentle giants"? Perhaps you would like to have a Regional
Newsletter....

Many of you are familiar with PEDROPURRS ALEXANDER THE
GREAT (from my first litter in 1989); Alex was a TICA Regional and
International Winner. PEDROPURRS DESTINY and MR. LUCKY (2 survi-
vors out of a litter of 9) were TICA Regional winners in the Alter Class and
Mr. Lucky was the 15th Best Premier in CFA SW Region a couple of years
ago. Last year, PEDROPURRS SIRIUS STAR (blue-silver classic sired by
Alexander The Great) was the 2nd Best MC Kitten in TICA; he's a SGC in
TICA and a GRC in CFA. My husband, Don, and I do thisas a hobby, not a
business; we fell in love with this breed because it looks like a "real cat".

Don and [ are native Californians; we have been married 37 years and
have three daughters and four grandchildren. Tam a Children's Social
Worker for Los Angeles County Dept. of Children and Family Services. I'see
children on my job who are not as loved and cared for as many of our cats.
My cats are a great source of comfort to me.

Let me close by saying I hope that your breeding program will be
successful, healthy and personally fulfilling. Please remember to vote for
the candidate of your choice. You can make a difference in MCBFA.

Laura Cunningham, Coonyham Maine Coons, California

I am running as a candidate for MCBFA Western Director. I have a
variety of experiences to bring to this role which promotes MCBFA to those
living in the West.

I have been a member of the TICA Feline Welfare Committee for the
past two years, during which time I have participated in formulating the
TICA cattery inspection program and I wrote an informational brochure on
Feline Infectious Diseases for the public. In this role, I worked with breeder
complaints which requires diplomacy, discretion and sympathy.

I've had the opportunity to meet many Maine Coon breeders and
exhibitors in this region as I've exhibited Maine Coons since 1989 at many,
many cat shows from Alaska to New Mexico and in the two Western
Canadian provinces. While I've exhibited primarily in TICA where
Coonyham Maine Coons have won eight TICA International kitten, cat or
alter awards including two International Best of Breed awards, I am NOT
association blind.

I've also granded two Coonyham males in CFA, and bred four other
CFA grand champions/ premiers (including a CFA Regional Winner) and
have other CEAgrand-pointed cats. In ACFA, I have granded one male in
two shows (Washington and S. Calif). I feel the Maine Coon should be
actively and vigorously promoted in all associations!

I have always been enthusiastic about and supportive of MCBFA. 1
have given fancier memberships to pet buyers, have sponsored several
provisional breeder members, and I have helped other MCBFA officers

(cont.p.13)
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GRAND GALLERY

Congratutations to all these fine Maine (oon (ats, their Bucedene and Ownero.

NEW MALE GRAND CHAMPIONS

& ACA, ACFA, CFA, TICA GRC, QGC or SGC Coronadocats
Hawkeye, Cream Cl. Tabby w/wht., BRIOW: Chuck & Diane Sweeney.
AACE Tati-Tan's Tigre, Red McTabby, BR/OW: Sonya Stanislow
CFA GRP Carlacats Bartleby King of Artemea, Brn McTab w/wht.

BR: Carla Harper-Blair OW: Beverly Day/Carla Blair
CFA GRC Silversun Prancer, Brn McTabby; BR/OW: Sharon Rosema
CFA GRP Kumskaka's Chief Sitting Bull, Brn. Tabby w/wht.
BR: P. Tobias OW: Gregory & Phyllis Tobias
CFA GRC Beau Boulderdash of Electricoons, Red Tab w/wht.
BR: Sue Yanik/Jim Furr OW: Marnee K. Smith
CFA GRC Cremocrop's Gilbert Grapefruit, Brn Tab w/wht.
BR/OW: Susan D. Lymbouris

FIFE EuroCH/Int GRC Capecoon's Rambo of Portlands, Brn.Cl.Tab

BR: Cheryl/Bob Kearns OW: Eusebio/Sylvie Sanchez, France
TICA SGC Hoosiercoon's Wildfire of Bodacious, Red Silver
Cl.Tabby; BRIOW: Carol/Mike Downs/Susan Winsky
TICA SGC Bodacious Sovereign of Tassels, Brown CLTabby
BR: Susan Winsky OW: Grace Hammond
TICA DGC Bodacious Thibodeaux of Rhiannon, Brown Cl.Tabby
BR: Susan Winsky OW: Kendall & Bill Brown
TICA GC, German GC, Int.GC Seascape Marley, Brown Tabby
BR: Dorothy Robinson OW: Jan & Manuela Peters
TICA GCA/CFA GRP Willowplace Mountain Explorer,
Brn Cl Tabby; BR: Barbara Ray OW: Kent A. Taylor
TICA GRCA Coonsworth's Indiana Jones, Brn. Cl. Tabby
BR: Jack/Darlene Sweeney & Gerry Walsh OW: Bill/Maryann Rahm
& Darlene Sweeney.

NEW FEMALE GRAND CHAMPIONS

ACFA GRC Sugar Baker of Tips N Tuffs, Brn McTabby
BR: Jack & Darlene Sweeney OW: Jo Ann Cassidy

CFA GRC Avicats Argentina, Silver McTabby w/wht.
BR/OW: Julia Cozzarelli

CFA GRC Coonyham Sassafras of Ambar, Blue Cl Tab/wht
BR: Sharon/Laura Cunningham OW: Jean Marie Diaz

TICA SRC Hoosiercoon's Roux of Bodacious, Brown Cl.Torbie
BR: Carol Downs OW: Susan G. Winsky

TICA QGC Masterpiece Geneva of Bodacious, Brown McTabby
BR: Dee Dalton-Wilson OW: Susan G. Winsky

TICA QGC Willowplace Angela of Mainelyhill, Brown Cl. Tabby
BR: Barbara Ray OW: Tomomi Hidaka

TICA GRC Saraden Mimosa, Brown Cl. Tabby
BR/OW: Teri Matzkin

TICA DGC Hoosiercoon Kayla, Silver Cl Tabby w/wht.
BR/OW: Carol Downs

BOTB & Best In Ring Wins

AACE QCHTati-Tan's Silhouette, Black M. BRIOW: S. Stanislow
Best Cat/Best MC, Mary Ann Dutton SP; Shorthair Enthusiasts,
Parsippany, NJ; 12-2-95.
9th Best Cat,,John McGonagle SP: same show as above; 12-3-95
5th Best Cat, MaryAnn Dutton SP; Happy Tails CC, 2-10/11-96
AACE Tati-Tan's Bon Chance, Black/Wht. M. BR/OW: S. Stanislow
Best MC/4th Best Cat, Carolyn Vella SP, Oriental Slant CC,
Pennsauken NJ, 11-11-95
CFA CH Chattacoon Rocky Road of Mtnmaine, Brn Tab w/wht M.
PROV.BR: Duane & Judi May OW: Merrie Doering
Best Kitten; Brian Moser, Willamette Valley CC, 10-22-95
Best LH CH, Will Thompson AB & Kitty Angell AB, Oregon CF,
Portland OR 2-3/4-96
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Coonyham Sassafras of

Carlacats Bartleby King
of Artemea

Coronadocats Hawkeye

Silverspun Prancer

Aisthiar Tati-Tan's Tigre

New Grand listings: FREE
Best in Ring & Best of the Best listings:
$2.00 each win
All Photos (Please label on back) $10.00 ea.
Include STAMPED envelope for photo return

SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Must be here by Feb. 15, May 15, Aug. 15, Nov. 15
If they are not here, they will appear in the following issue.
Send all submissions to Cheryl M. Gower, Editor

Address inside back cover.




~¥-

GRAND GALLERY Ring Wins and photos (cont.)

CFA GRC Silversun Prancer, Brown McTabby M. BRIOW: S. Rosema
Best MC Cat, Best LH CH, Best AB CH, W. Trevathan AB
Front Range CF, Greeley CO, 9-16/17-95
CFA Classycoon's Honeysuckle Rose, BRIOW: Judy/Dave Harvey
Best Kitten, Gary Veach, Ontario CF, 10-22-95
CFA Classycoon's Sunfire, BRIOW: Judy/Dave Harvey
Best Kitten, Roger Lawrence AB, Iroquois Cat Soc., 11-6-95
FIFE Capecoon's Mufasa of Mt. Machias, Brown Tabby M.
BR: Cheryl/Bob Kearns OW: Amie/Don O'Connor, Germany
Best in Show & BOTB: Biebesheim-Esch borner Katzenzucht-und
Schutzverein e. V. El Gato 1/27/96.
Best in Show: Solms-Eschborner Katzenzucht-und-Schutzverein e.  Beau Boulderdash of Electricoons Bodacious Thibodeaux of Rhiannon
V. El Gato 10-14-95.
FIFE Capecoon's Sarabi of Mt. Machias, Brown Tabby F.
BR: Cheryl/Bob Kearns OW: Amie/Don O'Connor, Germany
BOTB: Simmern Verein fur Rassekatzen e. V. Grand Prix 1-1-96
TICA SGC Hoosiercoon's Wildfire of Bodacious, Red Silver Cl
Tabby M. BR/OW: Carol & Mike Downs/Susan Winsky
Best Kitten - Great Lakes 1994-1995
Best Cat, K. Crawford AB and Penny Garrett AB; A Star Spangled
Cat Extravaganza, Huntsville AL, 6-24/25-95
Best Cat, Bobbie Tullo AB, N.I.C.E. Elk Grove Village, IL; 8-5/6-95
TICA GC,German GC, Int.GC Seascape Marley, Brown Tabby M.
BR: Dorothy Robinson OW: Jan & Manuela Peters
Best Over All, Hamburg Germany, 6-10-95
TICA Mainelyhill Limelight, Brown Cl. Tabby M.
BR: Tomomi Hidaka OW: Kazuto Higuchi ) o
Best Cat, Yukimasa Hattori AB; 4th Best Cat, Eriko Odaka SP, Kumskaka's Chief Sitting Bull
TCC, Tokyo Japan 1-21-96
TICA Claddacoon's Belleek, Brn. McTabby F.
BR/OW: Mary/Mike Hanafin
Best Kitten, Sue Becknell-Bower AB, Westchester FC, White
Plains NY, 11-19-95

More Grand Photos on Page 16

Avicats Argentina

Masterpiece Geneva
of Bodacious

Hoosiercoon's
Wildfire of
Bodacious

Tati-Tan's Silhoette Willowplace Angela
of Mainelyhill

Bodacious Sovereign Cremocrop's Hoosiercoon Kayla

Chattacoon Rocky
of Tassels Road of Mtnmaine Gilbert Grapefruit (Sister to Wildfire)

Willowplace Mountain Explorer
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Guess Who's Coming

to Deliver

by Beverly Jennings
Alberlee Cattery

My neighbor thought it was quite funny when her son told her the
people next door yelland scream alot. She had to explain it was HIS yelling
while playing football on their lawn that triggered the Amazon pair to
screech every bad word and string of complaints they had learned from
their former owners. Then came the day I told her, "Tonight, when you hear
the screams, it won't be the birds!"

I was a nervous wreck waiting for Alan to come home that evening.
Felt this was the 'straw' (cat) that would cause hi m to go berserk. Chase,
The-Vicious, the kitten-sitter dog, had continually asked to go out, and then
whined at something he knew was under the house. Fearing it was one of
the cats' dreaded snakes, I shooed him away so
he wouldn't get bit, and crawled under to see
what was there.

A little meow, and out stepped the cat
who has since made me long for a blue Maine
Coon. Well, Alan and I knew this would occur
sooner or later, due to the stray problem here
in Georgia. We had only to visit the dumpster
areas that this county installed in lieu of using
the landfill. After rescuing two young kittens
someone had tossed away with his garbage
bags, and presenting them to Linda, my sister,
only to find more the next trip, we realized we
could not single-handedly solve the homeless
problem. But it's forever on my mind. What
can we do?

She wasn't our first, but would Alan un-
derstand why Ididn't ride the roads searching
for animals to bring home. With the exception
of a half-Siamese a friend gave me twenty years ago, every cat we had,
excluding the Maine Coons, just showed up at out door--or Alan brought
them home. Just "one more cat", she appeared to be around eight months
old, a beautiful solid blue baby with dainty, silvery feet, oriental in type,
and toa MAINE COON breeder, resembled a Korat, and she was very, very
pregnant. From the way her sides wiggled and bulged, she wouldn't be
pregnant much longer. Our un-wed mother, Hester.

All Alan said after my hours of rehearsing various arguments and
mappingouta quick getaway route was what T had been thinking from Day
One. "I wish I could catch some so-and-so dumping an animal. I'd do all
Icould to have himarrested." The second thing he said was, "You can'tleave
her outside to have her kittens. Put her in my den." His sacrosanct den?!
Why, not even his beloved Chase, and certainly not a well-behaved Maine
Coon had ever set paw in that room since we moved here. Not even Alan
entered it! I would stare at a closed door and dream of a stud room....

"I can'tbring in a strange cat  know nothing about and expose the rest
to who-knows-what. She'll have to be tested first." Admittedly, Iamalittle
fanatical about bringing in a new cat, but that was only common sense. He
thought Iloved animals. What was I doing making that cat stay outside to
have her kittens? Was this Alan?! Must have had a good day on the docks.

I carried Hester to the vet and had her tested for FeLLV, FIP and FIV. If
there were another test, I would have had it run. Hester proved negative
to everything, including ear mites, fleas and worms. Maybe she had
escaped from an inside home. A thorough search of the neighborhood
didn't turn up a former residence. Three days later, four precious kittens
followed.

A first-time mother, she breezed through it and cared for all without
my intervention...How about that, Amanda? We started at 2 a.m. and
ended at 5a.m., so it was another long day. When our beautiful blue classic
patched tabby with white girl arrived, allI could see was her perfect pattern
and jewel-toned colors, a long square mzzle, and thought "this one is not
going anywhere". Then reality set in and I remembered, these were not

Scratch Sheet

Jessica's or Amanda's kittens. These were homeless, unwanted kittens
three daysago. Where one catarrived three days prior, now we have FIVE.
Ineeded HELP, and for the next few days, called every animal organization
in two phone books. Idiscovered I was onmy own unless I wanted to give
Hester and herkittens from three days to two weeks to find themselves new
homes through various shelters.

Never once mentioning the dreaded word BREEDER to anyone, |
feared for our unearned reputation. Imissed my old friends at our humane
society up north, who knew me before I was a breeder, and still liked me.
That particular naughty word would render the person on the other end of
the phone deaf to anything else I might say. I'd have to get to know them
better first. One person was explaining their policy and why they had only
limited space and adoption time. I understood from previous volunteer
work ata shelter. She suggested I volunteer to go door to door topressure
my town into enacting anti-breeding laws and
confiscating all unaltered animals! I volun-
teered that it was unenforceable. People were
not breeding. They were just ignoring the
situation. Inever saw one pedigreed animal at
the dumpsitesand darn few at our shelter. I felt
like adding that it was a real breeder who had
been the only one to take in Hester and you
didn't see my kittens being thrown away. But
by then I was too discouraged to argue, and
knew if these kittens were to go to new homes,
it was all up to me. Atleast Alan was support-
ive, and that helped.

Jessicawasjealousand growled at the nurs-
ery door when the kittens were brought out for
"social hour". She alternately hissed and washed
akitten. Amanda, who was always good at the
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licking thing, licked, but if a kitten so much as

looked at her, she ran hysterically. Grace left
the room and sat in the doorway looking at me fit-to-kill. If a kitten
ventured near her, she'd hit first and ask questions later. Carly and
Lumpkin, just seven months old, had never seen kittens before. Lumpy
was just totally petrified and escaped out to the cat run whenever the
kittens were around and about. Carly wasn't muchbetter, butatleast came
close before she'd growl and run. AfterIexchanged the wooden door fora
screened one, she spent hours sitting and growling at Hester, who ignored
her. These are my loving mothers and future mothers! On the other hand,
the altered cats adored the babies.

AsIbegantolet the kittens come out on their own, Amanda, Carly and
Lumpkin settled down and began to play "baby" with them. Jessica, just
plain wanting her own, went into heat and began tearing her hair out.
Grace never tolerated her half-siblings and wasn't having any commerce
with Hester's either. Even now, the remaining babies give hera wideberth.

Hesteris already in heat again, but has an upcoming date with the vet
who will render her a one-time mom.

There are two babies left, thanks to vets I've never met who were kind
enough to post my color ad of Hester and company. They also respected
my wish to have references on any adopters. Linda thought my flyer read
like a contract. ButI wanted to make sure that the time, effort and expense
weren't wasted on people who had little regard for animals.

Asif Hester's plight weren't enough, Alan came home one night with
Little Charlie! Alan and his co-workers spied but couldn't catch a young
kitten runningaround the docks at the Savannah Ship Yards. Finally, weak
from lack of food, Charlie gave in and allowed Alan to pick him up. And
just in the nick of time, as he was so undernourished, we doubt he'd have
lasted another cold night. Breezing in the door, Alan said, "I'm sorry, but
I couldn't just let him die." Apparently none of the other guys spoke up
with an offer to take him home.

With no other secure and isolated place left, Charlie went into the
bathroom with some KMR and kitten food. It was all he needed along with
a warm carrier to snuggle in. He perked up immediately, purring away




Guess Who's Coming to Deliver cont.

and relishing his good fortune. But Alan forgot to "put the seat down" and
the next morning Charlie almost met his Waterloo again. You guessed it-
-into the water, in the loo. He set up a howl, and I came running to his
rescue, the second time within a 24-hour period. Charlie is fine. Frisky is
not the word for this hyperactive, curtain-climbing, screen-ripping kitty.
Maine Coon babies spoil one for "regular” kittens.

Charlie followed the same regimen Hester's brood did, tests and
vaccinations. Withanegative report, he wasallowed tojoin Hester'sbabies.
He has also joined our "family". Chase adopted him. Alan feels heishis cat
and exhibits a fatherly feeling for this kitten he gave life to, so to speak.

This was my welcome to Georgia and my first Georgia Cats. Thave the
time and a little more room to spare. Hester's story has a happy ending. We
do wonder what kind of endings future kittens and puppies will face. The
answer is not with Alan and me. We can't bring home every animal we see
in trouble. Thereis a big catand dog problem here and everywhere. Weall
need to do our best to educate people, make them understand the merits of
neutering and that animals are not disposable items. They donotbelongin
garbage dumps and pounds. Wouldn't it be nice if every animal was a
wanted pet?

Now Alan and I prepare for a new life, and a new baby--Ellsworth.
We'll be meeting him soon.... "
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Campaign Clips (cont fromp.9)

Laura Cunningham ~

whenever needed (such as helping coordinate last year's associational
winners to submit photos in time for printing deadlines). EverywhereIgo,
I encourage all Maine Coon owners/breeders to join MCBFA. T have
promoted MCBFA nationally and internationally - by bringing MCBFA
rosettes and literature to Maine Coon breeders and shows around the
world.

The Western Director's role is vital to the success and growth of
MCBFA in this region. I will continue to support and publicize MCBFA,
including promoting adherence to our code of ethics and will work to
increase MCBFA's visibility and membership in the West.

~
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Catnip Toys of Character

Large, sturdy, handcrafted toys filled with
the finest freeze dried organic catnip.
Completely safe for your cat.

MICE
Calico or Corduroy

FISH
Colorful cotton:

Available in red, blue,
green, black, turquoise,
rust, purple & yellow.

Colors include red,
blue, green, fuscia,
turquoise, & purple.

To order: Send check or money order for
$4.50 per toy plus .75 P&H to:
Mostly Mice
1009 Neal Drive
Alexandria VA 22308

Write or call for our brochure with a complete listing
of all colors and fabrics. 703 - 780-8361

Welcome New Fancier Members

Welcome New Breeder Members
Donnis & Robert Betzer, Bocoon - Illinois
Stephanie Boulter, Coonoquan - Virginia

Rachel Anderson
Carol Ann Hoare
Colleen Allmatras

Fur-Kats

Maine Coons

Kittens Stud Service
CFA, TICA, ACFA
Breeder Member MCBFA

Jean Marie Diaz, Ambar - California

Marilyn Bryant
Shaun Grossman
Robt. & Olive Rosson

CFA Breed Council

S v

o

Marr

Washington

Janet

326 Melinda Lane
Florence, KY 41042
(Near Cincinnati)

(606) 282-0836

. i Ronald Garland Patricia Brennan
Butch & Joan Gaudet, Coquille - Louisiana "
Carol Jo Oberle, Black Forest - California Anthon{f Storti I]\B/I & M Iiersteunfeld
Maryrose & Greg Sanchez, Codycats - Kate Balco Dognll(eH aIre
Massschiisetts Nancy E. Burke owser
Stephen Cyeung Joyce Anne Irvin
: . ' Kathleen Czechowski Tom Keitel
las 2 ; .
]S}J;)g;hgégl tc;)srrécotfl)(;rtl;;i(]) ‘11;1‘_’ IS\I::\} Jn;:;; Donna DiCerto Denise & Bill Murphy
' ) Frank & May Drawe Patricia Murphy
3 Pamela O'Brien Rina Stapel-Kool
Welcome New Prov. Breeder Mem- ;. '+ Bill Stevens
bers Dee Reid Pauline Walker
Fred & Elaine Weitz, Smokeycoon, Carol Schmidt

PEDROPURRS CATTERY
MAINE COON CATS

MCBFA ~ TICA ~ CFA

Brown, Red, Blue and Silver Tabbies

Don/Helen Johns

Los Angeles, California
(310) 548-6896

FAX (310) 833-0556
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What Exactly

Does A Maine Coon

Look Like?

In the last issue, we presented for your consideration some sugges-
tions for the conformations in the Maine Coons head features--ears, eyes,
muzzle, etc. How [ wish I had the luxury of an entire page for each of these
features. Not orilly would they be easier to see, but much more readily
understood.

An artist can draw until they are blue in the face and never please
everyone. When I was drawing the face-front view of the head, I was
looking at a particular photo of a well-known and high-
achieving Maine Coon--that I think has the right look.
You may disagree. You may have your own ideas of
the perfect look. If so, sketch them or send in a photo.
My guess is that we'd have a veritable "Grand Gal-
lery" of looks. So will we ever be able to come

together on one perfect look? I doubt it. But that /’f{‘-.‘

isn't the point of this discussion. The pointisthat == =

we set forth some format for moderation and 7 %\

balance that results in maintaining a strong and ,{ 4 2

healthy breed of cat. //"/: # i, N
The Standards universally call for a ME- /; .

DIUM to Large cat. My idea of a "large" catisa . ' 1'

lion. Does that give me license to breed bigger 4}/ ; fo

and bigger until I achieve this size, because that ! o i

is my perception of large? No! Then where do
we draw the line? We've all heard show specta-
tors comment that they have a 25lb. cat at home, {
much bigger than anything they see at the show. ¢
That's great if the cat is healthy(no hip prob-
lems), muscular, not obese, and all body partsin
balance--head is in proportion to body; tail as
long as body; legs long and well-boned to sup-

port the body, etc.) And we see Maine Coons

this size once in awhile, but the majority are in

the medium to large range, 12-18pounds for

males; 9-12 pounds for females. Thereare some

that would fit in the "petite" size class, typey as

typey can be, but just on a smaller scale. Some

of these typey petites produce some very desir-

able offspring.

Tail length should be the
same length as from tail

LEGS and FEET: All the base to shoulder bone.

Y el

Scratch Sheet

Part Il
The Body

by Cheryl M. Gower

From the rear, the legsand rear feet should be straight in line with the body,
ankles not touching nor splayed outward

There should be a definite
squareness to the rump.

The furisthickand shaggy
above the ankles, giving
theappearance ofbritches.

The chest should be broad, but
not like a bulldog. When the
cat is standing, there should be
atleast aleg-width between the
two frontlegs. If two fingers can
fitbetween the shoulderblades,
the chest is usually the correct
breadth.

£

The head and muzzle are
box on a box". Some judges
refer to the "modified wedge-
shape"to the head. Thismeans
that the "muzzle box"issmaller
than the "head box", but by no
means allows for a v-shaped
head as seen in the
Siamese.

The body, when viewed from the side,
isarectangle; when viewed fromabove,
the bodyisarectangle. The space below
the body is a rectangle of equal size,
which helps to determine the correct %
leg length. /

Standards require me- . S — e S
dium length in T~ T T T T T .

proportion to 4+~

the body; 7 ‘ .

well-muscled  f | The NECK is me-
andwideset. " % . I ’ dium long; may be
Manyjudges /' ' o0 e thick and muscular in
arebeginning 1 . (7 to look “" older males.

quite closely at how the cat

stands on its rear legs on the

judging stand. Thecatshould be standing
up on its paws (not on its metatarsals), with
feet and hocks in line with the body (not
"cow-hocked"). They are feeling the thick-
nessand musculature of the thigh. Some are
narrow, giving doubt as to whether they
could leap to a five or six-foot ledge.

These drawings have inten-
tionally omitted much of the
usual coat carried by a Maine
Coontobetterexhibitthebody
structure.




Seahawk- Our Good

by Alice Pursell

Lyman Stewart found these ads in a recent California newspaper and sent
them to 7he Scratch Sheet as examples of the current, frustrating trend
toward irresponsibility, and the resulting work of rescue groups to reclaim
the innocent animals suffering from it. Mr. Stewart called on these ads and
found them to be legitimate. He said
inhisletter, "Whatiseven more crush-
ing is that these Maine Coons have
come from two MCBFA Breeder
Members." He says that more and
more rescued Maine Coons are show-
ing up in Southern California. Carol
Jo Oberle is going to write on this

Los Angeles Times, Nov. 1995

Pet Adoptions 3660

PAL RESCUE & ADOPTION
* KITTENS & PUPPIES -

situation for an upcoming issue. KITTENS/CATS-
Then in my local paper, a re- Declaws, Himi, Siamese, Maine Coon,
. Manx, etc.

porter wrote an article for the Hu-
mane Society of the Willamette Val-
ley, which had a convoluted "prob-
lem". As the reporter put it, "Hey,
buddy. Wanna get rid of your cat?
Now isthe purrrfecttime. Assuming
that your kitty is friendly and likes to
be held and petted, the HSWV is ea-
ger to take in your feline". You see,
they recently moved into their new
larger facility, that boasts 120 cat
cages--which were mostly EMPTY. Not for long. Once this article ap-
peared, the humane society was deluged. Many cats and kittens were
euthanized, but all the cages filled quickly. The staff attributes the lack of
cats to a growing public awareness about pet over-population. And the
number of pet adoptions has greatly increased.

What does all this have to do with Seahawk? He's one very brighit
example of the ongoing educational efforts carried out by dedicated indi-
viduals like Alice Pursell, his owner and MCBFA Fancier member.

Katie's Pet, Depot, Westwood

RESCUED KITTIES!
MAINE COON, PERSIAN,
CALICO, SIAMESE, MANX &

KITTENS
Tabbies, Orange, etc. at PETCO By CAT
CROSSINGS, Santa Monica

Calicoon Seahawk Helse, my 5-1/2 year-old silver classic tabby "gentle
giant" and [ are Pet Partners.
Neither of usalone could gen-
erate the interest and socia-
bility that we can as a team;
we would not be able to do
this without the excellent co- |
operation of the staff of the |
Health Care Facility. Welike
to visit the dementia pa-
tients (those with memory
lapses)inthe nursing home.
Seahawk is introduced to
the people who maybe
haven't seen him before,
and to the others, he is the
"bigcat". Abigcatheisat
19+ pounds. He is lazy
and spoiled, which seems to be important for what
we do. He doesn't want to be in cat shows any longer, but he likes being a
“star” and the center of attention. Seahawk loves having his long coat petted
gently, his chin scratched and ears rubbed. The care center residents ask
many questionsabout himand share stories of their childhood pets. As they
reach out to Seahawk, they want to know what kind of cat he is, how much
heweighs, ifhe'saboy or girl, what he eats and its cost; where I gothimand
how much he cost.

Fortenyears, [ havebeeninterested in, and a member of, Delta Society.
Ms. Queenie Mills, PhD, made a suggestion thatl attend a Delta Conference
being held in Minneapolis. That meeting, in 1983, convinced me of the value
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Will Ambassador

Preface by Cheryl M. Gower

of Delta's mission of exploring Human-Animal-Nature interactions. One
of the Delta Society's programs is called Pet Partners. After reading about
it, I was fascinated by the emphasis on health and enjoyment of older folks.
Realizing that Seahawk would be a calm partner, one that senior citizens
would enjoy, we began making visits to care centers. The socialization with
"the big cat" has added fun to their lives and some conversation to help
them feel like valued persons. My catand I have enticed those eventful and
happy, long-ago memories from those who thought they didn't matterany
more. There is no amount of money in the world that can repay the joy of
this communication.

One resident, whose name is Dorothy, comes fondly to mind. She
walks all the way from another building to be with us. Arriving regularly
at2 p.m., she is usually the last person to pet Seahawk. One day, shesaid
that she had been wishing all day fora cat to pet. She thought that perhaps
a stuffed cat would help
fill those days between
Seahawk's visits. On our
next visit, Seahawk pre-
sented her with a soft,
stuffed gray and white kit-
ten that looked a bit like
Seahawk. She was very
pleased when she saw it.
Dorothy asked if it had a
name. "No, thatis for you
to do." She was thought-
ful foramoment,and then
hereyesbrightenedasshe
announced, "I think it
should be 'Sunshine’, be-
cause the days will be
brighter with him." She
put the fuzzy toy to her
face and said, "He will
sleepwithmy teddybear." Asachild, she had areal kittenanda teddybear.
Thekittenand bear had been company for this only child. Her ea rly animal

bonding was important as a source of companionship in later years.

And her regular visits with Seahawk and me have helped her become

more sociable.

Every dayIthank Lynne Sherer and Kathy Paulini, Seahawk's breed-
ers, formaking this marvelous cat available to me. Andit's my delight
to share him with those who are unable to have pets of their own. He
| achieved his TICA Supreme Grand Champion Alter title and then was
retired from cat competitions. Now he enjoys competing for everyone's
praise and attention. He certainly has mine.

. Since 1977, the Delta Society has been promoting human health and
well-being through contact with companion animals. Its studies have

provided new information about how contact with animals improves

human healthand well-being by reducing stress, alleviating depression,

positively affecting the cardiovascular system and much more.

The Delta Society has teamed up with Hill's Pet Nutrition as a

major sponsor of the Pet Partners Program in 1995. This year, Alice and

Seahawk are featured in their 1996 Calendar for the month of December.
The calendars are available where Hill's Science Diet pet foods are sold.
Delta's activities are made possible by donations from individuals, corpo-
rations and foundations.

If you are interested in the Delta Society, they have two offices:

West Coast: 321 Burnett Avenue S, 3rd Floor, Renton WA 98055-2569
206-226-7357; Fax: 206-235-1076
INTERNET: 74403.1730@Compuserve.com

East Coast: 300 Park Avenue 15th Floor, New York, NY 10022-7499
212-310-2802; Fax: 212-310-2530




The

Grand Gallery Photos

Hoosiercoon's Roux of Bodacious
-_—__—-_—-_—-—_——-__—--——--—--—--—_——_-—

EMERGENCY FIRST AID FOR CATS and DOGS

Sarajen Mimosa

VETERINARIAN

Scratch Sheet

PREVENTATIVE INFORMATION: Feed your pet a bal-
anced diet of Authority Premium Pet Nutrition and change
water daily. Groom as needed, and observe general appear-
ance for any change. Examine ears and check for any
external parasites weekly. Trim toenails as needed and
keep your pet on a vaccination schedule.

DROWNING: Clear mouth and throat of material. Hold
animal with hind legs elevated, to aid water removal. Stop
this step if no water is expelled? Begin CPR, if fluids are
expelled, resume drainage with hind legs up and head
down. Call your veterinarian for an examination as soon as
possible.

ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION [AR] and CPR: AR, use
with drowning, cessation of breathing, or for electrical
shock. Clear mouth, clamp muzzle closed with hands,
exhale into animals nose at rate of 12-15 breaths per minute.
CPR, lay animal on right side and place heel of hand behind
left armpit. Press against chest rhythmically at 60-80 times
a minute. At the same time, place your mouth over the
muzzle covering nose and mouth and blow air for 3 seconds
and release. Repeat as needed.

HEAT STROKE: Never leave your animal in a car in hot
weather. Symptoms include excessive panting, foaming at
mouth or even collapse. Normal temperature should be
99.5 to 101.5 F. Insert a rectal thermometer for one minute
and remove. Immerse your pet in cool water [not ice water].
When temperature reaches 103 F, dry animal off and stop.
If temperature goes to 106 or drops below normal, after
cooling down your pet, then rush animal to your veterinar-
ian.

BROKEN BONE: Muzzle pet and immediately immobilize
leg. Control bleeding with bandages and treat for shock
with AR and CPR. Cover with blanket to keep warmand get
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MISSED SOME ISSUES of the
SCRATCH SHEET?

If you let your membership lapse and missed some
issues, you can order them -- see details on p.27 The
Bookshelf.

If youmove and weare notnotified of your change ofaddress before
the nextissue is mailed, we cannotbe held responsible to re-mail you
anissue. Bulk Mail is no longer forwarded. The cost was skyrock-
eting. It costs MCBFA 50-cents for each address correction. Last
month alone, we had $30.00 worth of address correction notices. If
each member would send usa postcard, it wouldn'tburden MCBFA
this way.

Make copies of the First Aid Chart and use as hand-outs

EMERGENCY PHONE #

to a vet immediately. If vet care is not available, attempt
a splint by padding the leg with layers of gauze. Place two

. flat sticks on each side or roll up newspaper around legand

tape. Do not attempt to bandage fractures of the ribs or
pelvis.

SEVERE BLEEDING: Minor cuts will usually stop in 5-
6 minutes. When bleeding is heavy or spurting, clip hair
around area, cleanse wound and apply antiseptic solution.
Next, apply bacterial cream and bandage to control blood
flow and infection. Call your veterinarian.

SEVERE BURNS: Do not apply ointment to burns. Run
cold water or place ice water packs over the burned area
for 20-30 minutes, then cover area loosely with non-stick
gauze and bring animal to your vet. Try to keep the animal
from licking or scratching the burn area.

FOR ALL INJURIES: Restrain the animal from biting you.
Use a strip of cloth to secure the jaw, wrap the cloth around
the muzzle twice then back around the neck. Use a strip of
cloth, a tie, or a scarf if needed. Keep the animal warm and
use a blanket or sheet as a stretcher for transport.

RECOMMENDED FIRST AID KIT:
Rectal thermometer
1 roll 2" gauze
1 roll stretch gauze
1 roll porous adhesive tape
3-4 sterile non-adhesive pads
10 - 3" gauze squares
1 tube antibacterial ointment
1 small bottle antiseptic soap
1 small bottle hydrogen peroxide (3%)
1 pr. blunt-end scissors
1 pr. tweezers

Normal values for Cats/Dogs: Temperature: 101.5 degrees F. Pulse: 120-
130/ minute. Respiration: 15-30/min. (excludes panting)
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(Responsibilities

by Jody Chinitz

Our pets each have their own unique personalities. Their
behavior, however, is shaped not only by innate personality but also
by the environment they live in and their interactions with others.

Our responsibilities as pet owners extend well beyond providing the
necessities of life and veterinary care. Some forethought and a
willingness to make small accommodations can greatly influence
whether a pet’s behavior becomes a problem — or a pleasure.

Dozens of books have been written about cat care and
behavior. A basic understanding of the feline nature is very helpful
in addressing undesirable behaviors and can even prevent them from
developing in the first place. A cat’s sense of territory, for example,
drives him to mark his territorial bounds — which he does by
scratching, rubbing and, sometimes, elimination. Whatever the
underlying cause for inappropriate scratching or elimination, they
are among the most common behaviors for which owners seek
advice.

While we can’t prevent our cats from scratching, we can
accommodate this need so that it is much less likely to be destruc-
tive. With patience, over time, you can accustom your cat to having
his claws examined weekly and trimmed as necessary. Even if he
allows you to groom only one paw at a time, praise him lavishly for
his cooperation. Providing scratching posts is equally essential. Your
cat is more likely to use them if they are a texture he prefers (mine
like sisal rope). He's especially likely to notice and use them if they’re
near his favorite napping, as well as scratching, places. Praise him
lavishly whenever he uses a post. While you may still have to hide a
particularly tempting area of your sofa under a throw, providing your
cat with the grooming, the facilities and the encouragement to scratch
where you prefer should forestall most attentions to your furnishings.

Failure to use a litterbox can be due to any one of a multitude
of reasons. When a cat begins to soil outside his box, it is important
that he be examined by a veterinarian as this could be a symptom of a
serious illness. If the cat is healthy, an environmental situation might
be bothering him. Perhaps a second litterbox in another part of the
house will help; in a multi-cat household, perhaps you will need to add
a litterbox or two (some cats don’t like to share this “territory”); maybe
the litterbox is in a place that is unpleasant for your cat to frequent;
perhaps the litter needs to be scooped or changed more frequently: or
your cat might be more comfortable with a different brand or type of
litter. He may even be expressing his distress over some change or
upset in the household. Your kitty is not being spiteful. It can take a
while to find the solution to what is troubling him.

Behavioral problems that owners do not have the persever-
ance to resolve are among the reasons that pets are given up or given
away. Sad to say, many of these habits need never have developed in
the first place if the pet owner was attuned to their cat’s instincts, needs
and concerns. That’s why it is up to us as responsible pet owners to
learn something about the feline nature and to provide an environment
for our cat that encourages good manners.

And don’t forget to praise him, even if he’s older and his
good habits are well-established. A hearty “Good boy!” is a far more
effective motivator than a thousand “No’s!”  ~.A )

Maine Coonsin Australia

CLADDACOON

MAINE COON CATS

Bred from
TICA Supreme Grand Champion Lines CFA
for show or pet

Mary & Mike Hanafin
9 Marian Lane
Clinton, CT 06413

MCBFA

Phone 203-669-9170  FAX 203-669-9658
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The

Scratch Sheet

Building A Better Reputation

by Traci M. Jones, Rocquoone Maine Coons, Virginia

Any reputable, caring breeder who reads this has felt the frus-

tration of being grouped together with the “backyard” breeders by veteri-
narians, law makers, SPCA’s and shelter groups, and the general public.
Overcoming this huge obstacle is rapidly becoming necessary if we want to
retain our rights to openly breed healthy, quality animals. I have been
involved in this battle for years, and T am deeply frustrated and embittered
by those who want to put their heads in the sand, and those who refuse to
become involved. Iam out there fighting for YOUR rights too, and I can’t
accomplish much by myself!!! For example, when there is only one person
in attendance for hearings on animal issues, the appearance to our lawmak-
ersis thatitis not much of anissue. Ican assure you that no one has animal
control show up at their door by moving fora change in our animal laws, or
fighting anti-breeder legislation. Apathy and ignorance will only foster
more restrictions than already face us. With this in mind, I offer some tips
for building a more positive reputation for breeders who deserve it.

OFFENSE

KNOW YOUR LAWS - Each state has “comprehensive animal laws”, based
in part on the Consumer Protection Act. These laws in part govern the sale
of purebred animals. It is your obligation as a breeder to be familiar with
them, and to write your contract and run your business in compliance with
them. Itis great to offer more in your contract than the laws require, but do
not offer less. For example, in Virginia, a buyer has 10 days to have their
purchased kitten deemed unhealthy by a veterinarian. The seller MUST
either replace the kitten or refund the money, at the buyer’s discretion. Itis
also against the law in this state to withhold blue slips for longer than 180
days on any animal sold as being registered,
or registerable. Haven't we all done this in

aboutituntilithad already been assigned a Billnumberand was underway
tobecominglaw. The parties proposing thisbill had soughtout the political
figures with a known dislike for animals as sponsors. When the Bill went
before the Agricultural Sub-Committee, it was pointed out that with the
wording as it stood, everyone who owned ANY warm blooded animal
(guinea pigs, goats, etc.) would be subject to this law. The bill was killed in
committee, and has not reared it's ugly head again to date. This brings me
to another important point-- our lawmakers, by and large, are NOT inter-
ested in animal laws. Know that our lawmakers do not take animal laws
as seriously as we do. They will not entertain a bill that is not clear, concise,
and “sensible”, and they do not have a great deal of patience. Be clear on
your wording, or you may lose out due to lawmaker’s perception that you
are wasting their time.

KEEP YOUR FRIENDS CLOSE.... Know what the dog and cat breeders in
yourarea areup to! I cannot stress this enough. The organized groups with
political clout are your lifeline to key information, and not having a contact
canbe horribly detrimental. Asan example, in 1994 Ilearned by chance that
the Virginia Federation of Dog Clubs and Breeders, a statewide organiza-
tion with legislative “how to” knowledge, was proposing some Pro-active
(offensive instead of defensive) legislation. They lobbied for a law to be
passed statewide requiring that puppies and kittens sold in Virginia must
be given first vaccinationsa minimum of 5 daysbeforeleaving the breeder’s
care. They also sought to put a minimum age on when puppies and kittens
could be sold. Up until then, the law read that the babies must be weaned.
“Weaned”, by legal definition, meant able to eat solid food. You guessed
it, “breeders” were selling 4, 5 & 6 week old puppies and kittens who had
been on gruel or cereal for a few days, and it was perfectly legal! You've

heard those stories,

order to keep that carrot on the stick so that
our pets are altered?( I give the blue slips at
the time of sale, marked “not for breeding”.
My contract says that pet kittens must be
altered by one year of age, and proof in writ-
ing sent to me. I drop a note in the mail to
buyers when the kittens are 11 months old to
remind them of their obligation.) The ex-
amples are endless, and differ widely from
state to state. Go to your local law library and
make copies for yourself.

KNOW YOUR LEGISLATIVE PROCESS-
In order to have your State’s laws amended,
you must find a member of either the House
of Representatives or the Senate to sponsor
yourbill. If you can get more than one memberinvolved, so much the better.
This must happen before the Legislative session, usually November of the
preceeding year at the latest. Look for the pet owners, animal lovers, and
Members who have sponsored animal welfare bills in the past. Bills are
assigned numbers so that they may be tracked through the legislative
process. Animal related bills will go through an Agricultural Sub-Commit-
tee before going to the House or Senate. If passed through the 2nd stage, it
goes on to the third. It is imperative that someone attend each hearing, as
changes can and will be made every step of the way! Once a bill makes it
through all three hearings, it may then be signed into law. At any point,
however, it may bekilled, oramended, or tabled for a later year. Whenabill
istabled, look foritto come backina clearer formin the future. For example,
in 1993, the Humane Societies and Shelter Groups in the State of Virginia
moved for a law requiring all pets be spayed or neutered, and the licensing
fee for unaltered pets to be ten times higher than that of altered ones (%50, as
opposed to $5). It was done in a sneaky way. Somehow we did not find out

Merlyn (cream tabby) and Sweet Georgia Brown from Australia
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brought into the
vet's office several
daysafterpurchase,
unvaccinated, de-
hydrated, sick and
dying. Anyway, 1
digress. The dog
breeders, having no
knowledge of when
kittens received
their vaccines, were
proposing 8 weeks
as a minimum age
forsale. Thebill was
on it's way to com-
mittee when Tinter-
vened and had it
amended to read 8 weeks for puppies, 12 weeks for kittens. I resubmitted
the supporting documentation for the bill, doing research on the socializa-
tion period and neurological development of kittens to point out the
differences between kittens and puppies. Igained the supporton paper of
several area cat clubs, who then signed on as co-sponsors of this bill. [ was
the ONLY cat breeder who attended the Agricultural Sub-Committee
hearings on the matter. In fact, much to my embarrassmentasa cat breeder,
the Dog people had to stand up forme when it was asked who was backing
the changes to the bill. They did so freely, and with great conviction. Well,
we tried. Unfortunately, the state veterinarian thought that 8 weeks of age
was fine for most kittens to 80 to new homes, and the bill was again
amended in the Senate back toit’s original form. But, 8 weeks is better than
no age restriction at all, and we always have the option of going back and
asking themtoraiseit. Thave very strong feelings against selling kittens that
young, but as pointed out to me by one of the representatives of the state
wide organization for humane societies (also a Himilayan “ breeder” who
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does not show), some catteries are so awful that it is best to get the kittens
outas soon as possible. Those of us who truly care will continue to hold our
kittens to a more appropriate age.

AND YOUR ENEMIES CLOSER...Know what the opposition is thinking,
and what their next move will be. You fight a better battle when you know
what you are dealing with. In September of 1994, my cat club, Southern
Dixie, paid for me to attend a weekend seminar held in West Virginia,
sponsored in part by the Humane Society of the United States. I did not
divulge the fact that I was a breeder (probably the only breeder in
attendance). 1 was able to hear firsthand what the groups’ concerns were,
and their plans for the immediate legislative future. Cat licensing was a
biggie, but their logic on what it would accomplish was flawed. After
presenting their views, the speaker for this portion of the program asked
the attending congregation who was opposed to the licensing of cats. Iwas
the ONLY one to raise my hand. When questioned, I in turn posed a
question to the group: “How many of you have in your household more
than 3 warmblooded animals?” Almost every hand went up. I explained:
In the county that I live in, you would be in violation of a “limit law”,
restricting warm blooded animals to 3 per household. While kennel
licenses are available, you willnot be granted oneif youliveina residential
neighborhood. Do you then advertise to your government that you arein
violation of one law in order to comply with another?” Apparently, no one
in the group had thought about this aspect of cat licensing. I seriously
doubt that the proposed legislation will be approached any differently
based on my input, but it was a valid point that would affect any person
who lived in an area with limit laws, whether safehousing strays or
breeding purebreds.

I learned from this experience that these groups, perceived by
mostasour”“enemies”, share many of the same concerns that we do. Eating
lunch witha group of these ladies, the conversation was very similar to that
one would experience while sharing a meal with some cat breeder friends.
Concerns about stress, safety, cleanliness and the like all came up, as did
the marvelous things that specific animals did. The main thing that I
walked away with was a feeling that “us” and “them” are not very far
apart, and it is a shame that we cannot find a way to work together towards
the greater good. Imagine what could come of all that energy spent
bickering among ourselves if we were able to channel it into a more
positive direction! (Imust admit thatI immediately drove to a cat show on
the way home from that convention, and felt as if [ were walking into a big
hug upon entering the building. I had gone for almost 48 hours without
physical contact with ananimal, something you would never think of until
you experience it. I was painfully aware of that fact as I held and loved on
my friends' babies at that show.)

Another way to display your concern for ALL cats, and to raise
the consiousness of your local rescue groups and shelters is to donate
vendor space to them at your club’s show for adoption booths, collection
plates, and sale items. [ always geta warm fuzzy feeling at the end of our
show when the adoption numbers come in, and I know for a fact that our
local groups have a very different picture of the breeders thatare members
of our club. Before Southern Dixie started this trend in our area, the only
“breeders” these groups knew were the ones we are trying to differentiate
ourselves from.

CATTERY INSPECTIONS- Another extra expense, 1 know, but COME

CFA ~TICA ~ ACFA FeLV ~ FIP ~ FIV Negative

We Ship Worldwide
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ON-youknow your veterinarian, you know when they will show upatyour
cattery and you know what they will be looking at. If you can't easily attain
this certification you should either make the necessary changes or stop
breeding! Thelittle certificate goesalong way towards demonstratingto the
nay-sayers that we do care, and we do a great job of caring for our animals.
If you don’t already have one, GET ONE!

MAINTAIN A GREAT WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR VET-
The cattery inspection may be the only time your vet comes into your home,
and gives them an entirely different perspective from the one they have if
they only see your cats when something is wrong. Enroll your vet as a
MCBFA Fancier member. Let them see what this groupisabout. My vetwas
extremely impressed with the content of the Scratch Sheet, and circulated the
fungus article that I had written years ago to several other vets in the area.
Establish an anonymous emergency fund at your veterinary hospital to be
used for good clients who cannot afford emergency care. Remember, there
are many people out there who's hearts are bigger than their pocketbooks.
It would be a shame for any animal to lose out on life-saving measures
because well-meaning individuals cannot afford the care. This also goes a
long way toward demonstrating your concern for all of our four-legged
friends.

DEFENSE

-Always conduct your business in a professional manner.

_Be sure to have a health exam done by your veterinarian on your litters
before you sell any of the kittens.

-Vaccinate your kittens appropriately before they leave your home and
provide buyers with a health record, and recommendations for future
vaccines. Inform your kitten buyers on the health risks of certain
vaccines (Rabies, FeLV,FIP - printed material available, contact me)
so that they may make educated decisions as to future veterinary care.

- Provide a “Cat Care Sheet” with each sale, advising in writing diet,
bathing, claw clipping and general care. Don’t expecta buyer to
remember all these things.

-Do not let an animal go to a new home if you suspect that it may be ill.

-Make sure that your sales contract complies with your State’s laws.

-Do not sell any animal without a written contract of which both parties
retain a copy.

_Close the holes in the contract you are using now by putting in writing
the penalty for contract breach. The more complete your contract is,
the less room for discreprency. Don'tjust say “Thou shalt not”, also
state “or else”.

-Do not put any warrantees in your contract that you are not prepared to
back up.

-Enforce your spay/neuter agreements!

-Be there for your kitten buyers, offer your expertise and assistance with
any problems they may encounter. Aid in placing their pets if they
can no longer keep them.

_If for whatever reason animal control comes knocking at your door,
know that they may not enter without either your permission, or a
written warrant. If you live in areas with limit laws, know that a
Pennsylvania case which went to the State’s Supreme Court ruled
that limit laws are unconstitutional. (Reprints available, contact me.)

-Under no circumstances allow anyone to remove your animals from
your care without a written warrant!! I have heard of several cases
nationwide where this has happened, and perfectly healthy cats were
euthanized without due process.

If there are things in your cattery that would preclude you from

attaining acceptance into a cattery inspection program, CHANGE THEM.

-BE HONEST ABOUT FAULTS IN YOUR BREEDING PROGRAM. Itisa

common cry that we have all heard before, but it is so important. This

extends not only to breeding cats that we sell, but our pets as well. If you
discovera probleminaline you are working with, which may affect any cats
you have sold, let the buyer know! You should also let the breeders of the
cat's lineage know, also, in case they have not yet dealt with the problem.

For example, a few years ago, I discovered after spending lots of
money on testing, elimination diets, biopsies and the like, that a certain line

I was working with at the time had Eocynophilic Granuloma Complex.

also discovered that feeding a food without ethoxoquin as a preservative

alleviated the majority of symptoms. Not only did [ advise the people who

(cont.onp.20)
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Building A Better Reputation cont

had purchased breeders from me, I also went back to the breeders of the cats
I'was working with, and the people who had bought pets from me. Why put
those pet kitties through what my cats had gone through? Interestingangle,
maybe, but I learned that one of the pets had been suffering with some
symptoms, and it had not yetbeen diagnosed. I was able to make recommen-
dations to the owner which alleviated the problem without the owner and
the cat having to go through alot of stress.

Honest IS the best policy!! While it may be uncomfortable in the short
term, it is the ONLY way to contribute to healthy Maine Coons, serving to
protect our precious breed.

In closing, I cannot stress enough the importance of each aspect set
forth above. Protect your individual reputation, and work to elevate the
reputations of quality breeders asa whole. Do what you can. We havea very
deep hole to dig out of with regard to what is thought about us, and where
our future lies. We canonly doso abitata time. I'm afraid if we don’t start
digging, we will be buried alive.

The 1995 CFA International was a grea
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Photos and Show Information
by
Robert & Donnis Betzer
BoCoon Maine Coons, IL
and
Laura Cunningham
Coonyham Maine Coons, CA

t show for Maine Coons! Here are pictures of

them with their proud owners. Many of the Maines placed at least once in the top 15
of a Championship final. There were thirty-five Maine Coons entered in Champi-
onship--Four Opens; Seventeen Champions and Fourteen Grand Champions.

Best Maine Coon in Show
GRCBuctales Wacky Animainiac

Second Best Maine Coo

Libby Watkins with her finalish kitten,
Katmaindu's Coont Basie, Brn McTabby

GRCBoCoon Mr. Beaujangles

Brooke Berger with GRP Purricoon
Coont Dracula, Brn McTabby

AFINALIST
GRC Jayhawkcats Wholly Mackerel of Meep
OW: Frank & Mary Drawe

nin Show

Jean Marie Diaz with
CH Coonyham Sassafras of
Ambar, Blue Tab w/wht. female

Scott Barrus owner of CH
Guitars Chase Maincatan
of Tribetta, Brn Tabby M.
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Gerrie Martin with GRC Seaford Tomasina of

Tabbypatch, Blue tabby w/wht. female

LizKelly, ownerof CHIslandcat's White
Magic of Kellycat, GEWhite male

Susan Edwards, B

/O of CH, RW Coons
Cross Jonathan Romeow Edwards, Brn
Tabby w/wht. M.

Gail Frew, B/ O of
CH Mysterymain's Jonathan
Gash, Blue McTab w/wht. M

AFINALIST!
Melissa Duthler B/O of GRC
Fuzzyland's Nitro, Brn McTab w/wht.

-

\-

Of the Grands entered, there were
1 Solid color male

2 Tabby males

9 Tabby w/white males

2 Tabby w/white females

J
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Rita Blose, breeder of CH Navkatz Silver Elinor Koehlinger, owner of CHNavkatz
Eagle of Oldechelsea, Silver McTabby Silver Eagle of Oldechelsea

From L to R: Leslie Dick with XTC Elementary Coon Watson;
Mary and RC Smith B /O XTC Blue Sued Coon and Will Scarlet of
XTC. All male kittens.

From L to R: Paul Shuba, Sue Storton & GC/GP/RW
McKittycreek Paladin (Best Premier is Show; Ramona
Shuba and Fujiko Katsumata holding GC/RW
Freedomkatt Tom Cruise.

. - '

Catherine Moody, owner of GRC/GRP Coonsboro Typhoon of
Stormwatch, Silver McTab F, spay.
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Around the Show Circuit cont

Martha & Norman Auspitz B/ O of
GRC Abizag Maine Attraction

Twelfth Best Cat Merry Braun with B/ O of GRC "Hey, hey, hey!! This guy brings out the Fat Albertin me!"
Calabash's Zeus, Red Tabby w/
"Norman, wake upandstop walkinginyoursleep!” white M. Donna Hinton owner of GRC/RW Stormwatch Dirtrack
Fifteenth Best Cat Demon of Nascat.

Pennie Pendleton, B/O of
Coonpaws Sugar Bear,
GEWhite M.
Fifteenth Best Cat

Cathy Madden, B/ O of Salemcoon
Tortellini (tortoiseshell)and Salemcoon
Fusilli (silver tabby), both kittens

Kathleen C. (Casey) Fish, owner of
Nascat Hawaii Bound of Pysabs ("Bounder")
Pysabs cattery is in Hawaii

Don tyoujust wantto drawa heartaround Casey's face?!

Congratulations to all Exhibitors!
It's great to see such a large representation of
our breed, AND to have their quality recognized
so highly.

Linda Komar (Angtini Cattery) with GRC/NW
Coonsboro Beni Pussalini of Angtini
CFA Maine Coon of the Year, 1994-95
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"Breeder”. You know who "they” are, the ones that regard their
animals as objects to be exploited, and have no regard for any cat or dog
which does not fit a purebred standard. ~ Those cold, money-grubbing
individuals who are only in the business so that they can make payments on
their Rolls-Royces... RIGHT.

~-

going public because we were afraid there would be 20 cats dumped at the
show next year if we gave anyone the idea.

While the awful truth set in, I sat down in front of those babies and
cried. How could someone do this?!! We brought Lisa, a representative
from a local humane group, over to
show her what I had discovered. Upon

I will probably never have a Rolls-
Royce to make a payment on, because I
am a veritable sucker for an animal in
need. I continue to contribute towards
the well- being and prosperity of “my”
veterinary clinic, pet food distributor,
various kitty litter companies and the
like. T have taken more dogs off of “death
row” or the streets, treated them, reha-
bilitated them and either placed or kept
them than I care to remark on. My dar-
ling Pomeranians-- Rascal, aka (Couch)
Potato, and Buttons, aka Tater Tot are k

( Love Comes in
all
Shapes & Sizes

\ further examination, we saw that the

kittens were sick--crawling with fleas
and ear mites, the chocolate tortie had
diarrhea sobad that it oozed out of her
rear end into a puddle which she made
no effort to move away from. Lisa
immediately agreed to take her, stating
that her markings were so unusual that
she would have no trouble adopting
her out. But the black kitten remained.
Lisa shook her head, “We have 16 solid
black cats in safehouses right now”.
J Something in that pea-sized brain of

both rescue dogs, as was my beloved

Collie, Chessie, whom Ilostin 1994 atage

15. My Indian name is "Rocks for Brains" with
regard to animals. Truly though, money and hard
work aside, my life has been enriched by each and every animal that [ have
shared my home with. Since this issue is on animal rights, overpopulation
and overcoming the negative overtones of beingabreeder, I thought I'dtake
the opportunity to share with you the story of three very special kitties. I
know probably every one who
reads this has a similar story to
share, MCBFA’ers are a soft-
hearted group. These are the
stories we MUST tell--to our
lawmakers, our shelter groups,
anyone who has anegative con-
notation on whatbeingabreeder
is about.

First, thereis Spook, asolid
black Domestic Short Hair
adopted by myself from the lo-
cal SPCA on Valentine's Day,
1984. One doesnotneed to point

Traci Jones, Rocquoone
Maine Coon Cats

mine just snapped. I agreed to take the
kitten, and keep her, if Lisa would take
her for the night, and take her to a vet for
testing and spayingif she was deemed old enough.
Twodayslater I picked her up from the clinic that Laura worked at--bathed,
de-flea’d, spayed and on ear mite medication. She wentinto isolation for21
days, and was dubbed “Leftie Leftover”. Leftie, as we called her, had the
mostunusual meow--raspy and hoarse. We first thought that she had some
kind of ailment or injury, but
learned in time that her voice
was simply different.

As many cats will do
when deprived of food at an
early age, Leftie ate constantly
and soon became the size of a
beachball. [ couldn’t make her
understand that the focd was
there to stay, even with the
other catsjust casually munch-
ing on it. She also developed
into a beautiful girl, and if 1
hadn't told people she wasn't

out how unusual it is to have a
12-week-old DSH Kkitten at that
time of year during the harsh
Virginia winter. Briefly, Spook
was wild. Untouched by human hands, it seemed. She was adopted as a
companion to my first-ever kitty, Miss Gremlin, a Siamese /DSH mix who
got into plenty of trouble when leftalone during the day. It took a full year
before Spook would remain in a room when a person entered. She grew to
trust very slowly, but has become a very loving kitty towards people she is
familiar with. Now 13, she lives in my bedroom by choice. She does
occasionally venture downstairs to see what is going on, but by and large
prefers solitude. She is the bed kitty of the house, and her fur does not seem
to irritate my allergies. She has served as an illustration to me as to what
love can accomplish, and I draw from our experience for my toughest
rescue cases. This brings me to kitty number 3, but I cannot tell that story
without first telling about kitty number 2:

While cleaning up after my club’s show in October of '93, 1 stumbled
upon a cage with 2 kittens in it; one remarkably colored (a chocolate and
cream tortie), the other solid black. I was so tired from the show and so
struck with the color of the one kitten that it did not dawn on me that their
cage had no curtains, food, or water, and just a cardboard box with litter in
it. I called my friend Laura over to see this unique kitten, and then it hit me-
everyone had left exceptafew vendorsand the show committee. Eyeswide
with horror, we looked at each other in a stupor. It couldn’t be... it just
couldn’t!

We later learned that a young woman had tried to give these kittens to
one of the humane groups we had at our show, but they had turned her
down. Apparently, she then walked into the show hall, deposited them in
a vacant cage, and departed. We were very angry, but decided against

Leftie Leftover, a Maine Coon-type black female, dropped off at our cat show.
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a purebred Maine Coon they
would have neverknown. She
was a good 16 pounds. I
showed her once as a house-
hold pet, and when asked by Virginia Wolfe during her final where the
name came from, my voice choked with emotion as I told the story.
Apparently, word of the kittens being dumped at our show had made it’s
way through CFA, as whispers went up from the audience: “That’s one of
the kittens from that show...” Tcouldn’t have been prouder of any purebred
making Best Cat In Show than T was of Leftie that weekend.

Leftie became the companion of my stud cat, Jaspurr. When l altered
and placed Jaspurr, I saw no reason to keep Leftie confined, so I turned her
loose with the others. Shebeganto spray. Nottinklein the corner, mind you,
full fledged undiscriminatory spraying . There seemed to bea patterntoit:
adding other animals into the household, includinglitters who reached the
age and vaccination state to come out of isolation, threw her into a tizzy.
The episodes would last about 15-30 days at a time. I decided that it would
bein herbest interest to be placed as an only cat, but I never found the proper
home. I tried Elivil, to no avail. Tam being brutally honest when I tell you
that1 halfway entertained euthanizing her if [ could not find a home for her
and she continued to spray. I don’t believe Icould ever have done that, but
looking at the permanent yellow stains on my rose colored carpet made me
think crazy thoughts. At thatpoint, the spraying had been goingon forover
ayear. In desperation, I called my vet yet again and asked her if there was
anything else I could try. She suggested Ovaban. Since Leftie will eat
anything, and was in spraying mode, I decided to put her into the stud pen
and give her the pillin canned food. Well, she sprayed in the pen also. Iwas
constantly in there with paper towels and disinfectant  (cont. p.24)




Love Comes In All shapes and Sizes cont.

tokeep herenvironment clean. Onday 5, was yetagain mopping upahuge
poolofurine when that proverbiallight bulb went off over my head. Ididn’t
like at all what it was saying, but I knew it was true- Leftie was diabetic.
Excessive water consumption, overweight, huge quantities of very dilute
urine... I'd never had a diabetic cat before, but still felt ignorant for not
recognizing it sooner. (In my own defense, though, I was not aware of the
large amount of water she was drinking, nor the volume of urine output
until she was caged and separate from the general population.) I pulled
some urine into a syringe, put Leftie into a carrier, and took her to my vet.
Itold Dr.(Grammar-) Peace whatIsuspected, and went home to wait for the
results of the blood / urine profiles. Alltoo soon the call came, and my fears
were confirmed. When I asked if she could be regulated, Dr. Peace told me
that she would need to be at the clinic for at least several days; if she were
regulated she would need to have blood monitoring and insulin shots twice
a day, plus eat on a schedule. To eat on a schedule in my free-feeding
household meant to be caged.

Leftie was doomed to life in a cage, and 4 needles a day. Any hopes of
finding a single- cat household vanished. Dr. Peace also told me that she
had not had a patient live for over 6 months after being diagnosed with
diabetes. With all these things in mind, I called Virgil at work and ruined
his day with the news, returned to the clinic and held my Leftie one more
time as Dr. Peace euthanized her. Tears still flow freely as I remember that
afternoon. Tears of frustration, and of failure. My hopes for the remainder
of Leftie’slife were gone. She came from such meagerbeginnings, and inmy
trying to help her she was subjected to stress due to the other pets here. I
wanted to give her a better life, and I didn’t get the chance. She was
cremated, and her ashes are in an urn on my china hutch.

Inleaving Dr. Peace’s office that afternoon, December 13, 1995, I saw
asmall cream mctabby / white Domestic Short Hair kittenin theiradoption
Tokyo cage. The limited information they had on her was that she
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had been put in a child’s school locker over Thanksgiving break - 6 days
without food, water and a litterpan. The first day back from vacation, a
teacher heard her crying and had the locker opened. She ran into the
school’sboiler room--it was hours before she could be caught. Dehydrated
and hungry, she was brought to the clinic. She was treated, tested &
vaccinated, and needed a home. Ireached out to her in the cage and she
cringed. Just then a young couple asked Mimi, the receptionist, if she
needed a home. I'spoke up and answered “no”. My heart went out to her,
and I couldn’t bear the thought of taking home an empty carrier that day.
She has become Leftie’s legacy. In keeping with my not so original cattery
scheme, she was dubbed “Bailey’s Irish Cream” on the spot, Bailey for short.
[ brought her home, trimmed her nails and put her in my bedroom with
Spook. When Virgil came home from work that night, I told him whatThad
done. He gave me the obligatory 5 minute lecture, softened (or gave up, I'm
not sure which), and went upstairs to see her.

Bailey was integrated into the general population a few weeks later.
She still would prefer not to be touched by humans, but she is thrilled with
the other cats. They in turn, seem to sense herneed for reassurance and take
turns grooming her and playing kitty games. Itis my hopes that the others
can communicate to her that she is safe here, and will be well cared for. 1
mustadmit, shelooks pretty funny running with all the Coons, a small, very
round shorthair. Interestingly, she hasnot meow’ed since she hasbeen here,
and I wonder if she no longer feels a need. There has been improvement
already, she no longer runs under the nearest piece of furniture when we
enter a room. Recently she has been joining us on the bed at night, but still
won't allow us to touch her. In time, I hope she will come to trust us as
Spook did. If not, so be it, but she will never again experience such cruelty
and neglect as what brought her to me. Love does come in all shapes and
sizes. If only love could buy cat food and litter...

Flora and Fiona

by
SUEELLEN ROSS

Award-winning wildlife artist Sueellen
Ross turns her talents to an adorable
Maine Coon kitten named Fiona. Nestled
among brilliant California poppies and
lush foliage, the artist’s painting beautifully
captures all the trademark attributes of a

world-class breed.

This delightful painting has been
reproduced using only the finest archival
materials, the worldwide edition size is
strictly limited to only 500 copies, and
cach one 1s signed by the artist and num-

0/

bered. Every print is 100% satisfaction

guaranteed or your money back.

Call today to order vour very
own copy ot Flora and Fiona.

1-800-824-5879

Flora and Fiona $75
500 prints, signed and numbered

Image size: 107x 10”7 Print size: 131/2”
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Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy in

the Maine Coon Cat

INTRODUCTION by Nancy Davenport

The enclosed article was written by Jacques
Purris, a former very successful stockbroker-
commodities trader in Beverly Hills. He gave it
all up to do independent research on holistic/
homeopathic treatment of cat diseases. When he
lived here in Santa Monica, I saw him cure a
paralyzed cat who appeared to be dead from
waist to tail. One vet took his own pet cat to
Jacques, who cured it of FIP. We are pleased and
gratified that Jacques gave The Scratch Sheetfirst
release on his invaluable information, and hope
that he keeps us abreast of all future revelations.

About thirteen years ago, I began exploring
alternative ways to treat various feline disor-
ders. I discovered that many homeopathic rem-
edies worked well on cats and often worked
quicker than conventional medicine. In 1994, I
was even successful in curing some cases of dry
FIP, which manifested in rear leg paralysis.

I'm not a veterinarian and don't pretend to
be one. I still use conventional veterinary ser-
vices for diagnoses, neutering, x-rays and antibi-
otics when needed. Most of the cats and kittens
brought to me were very sickand had little hope.
Their injuries and diseases were considered in-
curable by the vets who had seen them earlier.
Many of the cats had been abandoned and were

by Jacques Purris

in shelters. I was their last resort. Although I
never charge for my services, I havebeen pleased
when cat owners celebrated successful outcomes
by donating funds to diminish my huge phone
bills and care costs.

Recently, three Maine Coonbreeders asked
me to explore the problem of Hypertrophic
Cardiomyopathy. They reported a total of nine-
teen cases. Eighteen were neutered males and
one was a nine-year-old whole male. To me, it
looked like quite a coincidence: One hundred
percentof the afflicted cats were male, andnearly
95% of these were neutered! This statistic caused
me to wonder what deficits in an altered male
animal might lead to cardiomyopathy.

I discovered that hair samples on some of
the affected altered males revealed a deficiency
of Selenium. This made sense, since Selenium is
stored in the testicles. Selenium is a mineral
found in the soil. Too much or too little will have
toxic effects on the heart. Only tiny amounts are
needed. Selenium affects muscle (heart) elastic-
ity.

The possibility that a mineral deficit could
cause hypertrophic cardiomyopathy seems more
plausible when we remember that a Taurine
deficit was found responsible for feline Dilated
Cardiomyopathy a few years ago. This condi-
tion, once common in cats, has become much

more rare since cat food manufacturers started
adding this amino acid.

Maine Coon breeders who wish to explore
this possibility should find a holistic practitioner
who can do a hair test. It costs $25.00. Selenium
is available from a product called Winnah Jr.. It
is formulated with yeast, chromium and zinc,
specifically for small pets. You can order it from
the Vitamin Direct Company (1-800-868-4027
from outside California) and 619-738-4940 within
California. Costis$10-12for8oz. of the powder.

Irealize that thisisjust the beginnings of my
study. I need more data from breeders and pet
owners. 1 know some homeopathic remedies
which might arrest or even cure this condition,
but they will not work unless the cat already has
cardiomyopathy. They would have a negative
effect if they were given to a healthy cat "just in
case".

If anyone wishes to contact me and share
information, we will be able to form more con-
clusive opinions. I assure you that all responses
will be kept strictly confidential.

Jacques Purris

335 NE 184th P1

Portland OR 97230

Just before publication, Mr. Purris sent this piece
of additional information to The Scratch Sheet.

In the past week, a DVM friend of mine back East
went through his computer recordsand came up
with this statistic. It included Maine Coon-type
as well as pedigreed Maine Coons. Of over one
hundred cases with cardio 75% were neutered
males; 15% were whole males; and 10% were
whole and spayed females. This is a bit better
random sampling.

" BLAZERS MAINE COONS

est. 1984

CFA, TICA, MCBFA

TGC BLAZERS BOBB KATT

Best Brown Mackerel Tabby SW Region 93/94

Kittens available out of Bobb Katt and also our of his Sire:
GRC BLAZERS STERLING SILVER, CFA's SW Region Best Maine Coon
92,/93 and TICA's 1992 Best Silver Mackerel Tabby of the Year

Visit our Homepage at:

http:/ / www.empirenet.com/ ~blazersc/

Dianna M. Jones
Calimesa, CA 92320
909-794-1162

/
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FALL AWARDS ISSUE

This year we are making our big TOP 5 Announcements for the 1994-95 AND 1995-

96 Show year in the Fall Issue. The show year goes from May 1 to April 30. The deadline is Aug. 15th for

all submissions intended for the Fall Issue. We will get caught up on award announcements, and they will be news
instead of really old stuff.

We invite all Maine Coon exhibitors from every Registry to send in the Top 5 Kittens, Cats and Alters. Let's have a
complete list and as many pictures as possible. There is NO CHARGE for awards pictures. Please send all lists and
photos to our current Vice-President, Liz Flynn, 208 King's Chapel Rd., Augusta GA 30907. For return of photos you
MUST include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope. They will NOT be returned without an SASE.

I would like to count on last year's "Registry Representatives" to collect photos and send them on to Ms. Flynn.

They are: AACE - Sonya Stanislow TICA - Lynne Sherer
ACFA - Donna Hinton We would like to hear from ACA, UCF, FIFe, GCCF and the new
CCA - Sue Nelson UFO.
CCF - Esther Ventola Thank you, inadvance for taking on thisimportant task.

CFA - Catherine Moody

CAT LINK (Breeders For Sale or Trade)

Are you searching for a particular cat or kitten to enhance your breeding program? Cost is $2.00 per listing. Make checks payable to
MDCBFA Scratch Sheet and send them to the Editor. Sorry, No pictures for this column. For Prov. and Breeder Members Only.

&

. New USA Maine Coon Prov. Breeder, registered in CFA & TICA, seeking foundation breeding stock. Grand Champion parentage

. required, nationwinner/international titles desirable. Prefer solids and/or smokes but will consider other colors. Pedigree line must

l be free from genetic defects (hip dysplasia, cardiomyopathy, patellar luxation, etc.). For prompt consideration, mail photos (or video),
five generation pedigrees and medical backgrounds to: SmokeyCoons, 5517 - 152nd St SW, Edmonds W A 98026-4343, or send facsimile

: to 206-743-5387. Maine Coon breeder references and cattery code of ethics available upon request.

|

LONELY HEARTS (Looking For Homes)

(Nocharge for Lonely Hearts listings.) W
Lonely Heartslistingsare limitedto spayed orneuteredadultsavailable to good homesata minimal charge.

LONESOME TOMS (Stud Service)

LONESOME TOM AD RATES: Each Listing -- $2.00 ($8.00 / yr.)
Each listing with photo -- $15.00 per issue ($60./year)
Each additional photo -- $13.00 per issue ($52./year)

CHARMALOQOT - Ginny Molloy, 1274 Uhls Rd., Franklin, KY 42134, 502-586-4076. Brown Tabby, gold eyes.
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The BookShelf

We have many MCBFA publications available to help you promote our wonderful breed as
well as our #1 organization. Some are free, others have a nominal charge. Please avail

yourselves of these resources.

ORDER THESE FROM TRISH SIMPSON
10149 Oakwood Chase Ct., Oakton VA 22124

Caring For, Breeding, and Showing Your Maine
Coon Cat.a manual of basic information necessary
to maintain, breed, raise, show, and sell Maine
Coons in a manner that parallels MCBFA's Code of
Ethics. $8.00 (includes S & H)

TO ALL PROVISIONAL BREEDER MEMBERS

You are supposed to receive a copy of MCBFA's
book, Caring For, Breeding, and Showing Your Maine
Coon Cat, when you are accepted for Provisional
Breeder membership. If you have not received this
book, please contact Trish Simpson, address above,

or call 617-666-9125, and she will send you one.

Genetics For the Maine Coon Cat Breeder, 4 re-
search publication explaining in understandable
language, the basics of genetics in cats. Amanda
Thomas. $5.00 (includes S & H)

U.S Funds ONLY -- Make payable to MCBFA

=t

Helen Wohlfort is no longer able to keep
up with the demand for the back issues
of The Scratch Sheet that she has in her
collection. Helen is going to furnish the
Editor with copies, and I will be happy to
make copies of specific articles at $.10/
page plus postage. Please make checks
payable to MCBFA.

Thank you, Helen, for your labor of love.

ORDER THESE FROM

THE SCRATCH SHEET EDITOR
Cheryl Gower, 12376 Checkerboard Rd.,
Gervails OR 97026-9701

MCBFA INFORMATIONAL
BOOKLETS

Give one of these booklets to anyone who inquires about a kitten,
MCBFA, or buys a kitten from you. They make great promo-
tional tools! And they're FREE!! except for the postage. Send
$3.00 (within U.S.A) $6.00 for overseas mail, for each bundle of
25 booklets, payable to MCBFA.

$2.00ea.

$3.00 postage in USA for up to 6 issues.
$8.00 postage for Canada and Europe;
$13.00 postage for Japan.

add more postage for more than 6 issues

We have a limited quantity of the following:

Spring 1993 Spring 1995
Spring 1989 Summer 1993 Summer 1995
Summer 1989 Fall 1993 (2 only) Fall 1995
Spring 1990 Winter 1993 Winter 1995
Summer 1990 Spring 1994 (2 only) Spring 1996
Winter 1991 Summer 1994
Summer 1992 Fall 1994 Makeyourselections,
Winter 1992 Winter 1994 andindicate which

issueswemaysub-

stitute, ifany.

MAINE COON
CHRISTMAS GREETING CARDS

5 different original pen-and-ink drawings by
Cheryl M. Gower, including "The Legend of How
the Tabby Got Its M"

$5.50/ pk. includes U.S./Canada Ship. & Hand.
$8.50/ pk. for all Overseas orders.
U.S. Funds ONLY. Make payable to MCBFA




ADVERTISING

+ Only full Breeder Members may advertise

cats or kittens for sale, stud service, catter- .-

ies, or any service related to animals.

+ Everyone may submit listings and photos
for the "Grand Gallery".

+ No one may run more than one ad per
issue (excluding "Breeders For Sale,
"Grand Gallery", "Lonesome Toms",
"Lonely Hearts" listings, and merchandise
ads.

+ Payments must be received with ads.

+ Ads may be sent camera-ready.

Please send your ads and payments to the

Editor, all checks must be payable to

MCBFA.

CATTERY AD RATES

1/8 pg. $10.00/one time  $35/yr.
1/4 pg. $20/one time $65/yr.
1/2 pg.  $40/one time/limit 2 per yr.

Full Pg. $85/one time/limit 1 per yr.
Photos are an additional $10.00 each.

MERCHANDISE AD RATES

1/4 pg. $25.00 per issue
1/2 pg. $50.00 per issue
Full Page $100.00 per issue

ALL AD PHOTOGRAPHS
$10.00 Charge-per photo. Photos will be
returned if accompanied by a SASE.

"GRAND GALLERY"
"LONESOME TOMS"
Please refer to these pages for rates. No charge
for "Lonely Hearts" listings.

MCBFA OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Barbara Washburn
310 Boot Road
Malvern, PA 19355
610-644-9372

VICE-PRESIDENT
Elizabeth Flynn

208 Kings Chapel Rd.
Augusta, GA 30907
706-860-1521

TREASURER
Suzanne Servies

P.O. Box 791

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
408-372-7018

RECORD. SEC'Y.
Greg Cada

21437 Lake Road
Rocky River, OH 44116
216-333-4619

CORRESP. SEC'Y.
Deborah Hall

4405 Karrol SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121
505-873-2704

BREEDER MEMBER SECY.
Judy Chappetta

5124 August Lane

Marrero LA 70072
504-371-8391

PROV. BREEDER MBR. SECY.
Darlene Ruhle

2721 Aspen Circle

Norman, OK 73072

405-447-8907

FANCIER MEMBER SECY.
Karen Wiggins

619 Pine Circle

Seabrook TX 77586
713-474-3602

SCRATCH SHEET EDITOR
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Cheryl M. Gower
12376 Checkerboard Rd.
Gervais, OR 97026-9701

Weekdays 9 - 5: 503-792-3454
FAX: 503-792-3655
Email: cgower@vastnet.com

NORTHEAST DIRECTOR
Lynne Boroff

Advent Hill Farm, Advent Hill Rd.

Hartland, VT 05048
802-436-2050

MID-ATLANTIC DIRECTOR
Kate McMahon

144 Harding Ave.

Edison NJ 08820

908-632-2077
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Rebekah Cumbie

1000 Tammy Anne Dr.
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ARCHIVIST

Position Vacant
Please Apply to the President
of MCBFA.

MEMBERSHIP DUES & POSTAL RATES

FANCIER MEMBERSHIP: (Payable in U.S. Funds only)
U.S.: $10.00/one year; $20.00/2 yrs.; $25.00/3 yrs.
OPTIONAL: Add $5.00 per year for 1st Class Mail.
CANADA: $10 + $6.00 postage/ annually ($16.00)
ALL OTHER COUNTRIES: $10 + $16 postage/ annually ($26.00)

SCRATCH SHEET SUBMISSIONS
Anyone may submit articles pictures, and
stories to The Scratch Sheet; however, only a
Breeder, Provisional or Fancier member may
submit "Grand Gallery" information. Photo-
graphs will be returned if accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE).

Please send_membership fees and address changes to Karen Wiggins.
DO NOT SEND TO SUE SERVIES.
Always use a current application/renewal form.

REPRINT PERMISSION
Reproduction of any part of The Scratch Sheet is
by permission only. Please contact the Editor,

address info is in above directory.

PROVISIONAL BREEDER MEMBERSHIP:
First: Write to Prov.Breeder Secy. for information and application
packet. Do not include any money at this time.
Second: Follow instructions in the application packet. Then send dues
($25/1st year; $20/subsequent years), address changes, to the Prov.
Breeder Secy., address above. Add $5/yr. for First Class Mailing.

DEADLINE: The Scratch Sheet is published
quarterly (Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter.
Deadlines for Submissions are Feb. 15, May 15,
Aug. 15 & Nov. 15.

RETURN OF PHOTOS or

OTHER ITEMS BREEDER MEMBERS: Please send dues ($20/yr.) and address

changes to Judy Chappetta. A copy of a recent litter registration must
Must be accompanied by a Self- be included. Add $5.00/yr. for First Class Mailings.

Addressed Stamped Envelope

(SASE) or they will not be
returned.
Submission deadlines will be
strictly observed.

Awaye ate a (Carvent Membersbiss
Application]| Renewal Form

28




The
Scratch
Sheet

FANCIER RENEWALS: If you have already paid, please disregard this notice. Send Fancier dues to:
Karen Norris Wiggins, 619 Pine Circle, Seabrook TX 77586. THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE.

MARCH: Nancy Adams / Janice Aliff / Shirley Bartzi / Laura Brandenburg-Rutt / Sandy & Tom Brew / J. Ann Costin / Helen Crain / Eliz. L. Davis
Fred Deckebach / Margaret Diaz / Lisa Ehrenkranz / Anita Engel / Andrea Felhofer / Mary Gilardi / Jeanne Ginnety / John Govan / Monica Gregory
Eleanor Haines / Judy Hania / Agnes Heylik / Geri Hibblen / Victoria Jacobs-Pessin / Susan Kelley / Mitchell Kinder / Santa & Leo Koester
Eliz. W Kreamer / Lee & Pam Larson / Henry Lichtenstein / Lisa MacNeil / Donale McColloch / Zita McGraw / Mal & Mich Mek / Denise
Montgomery /Katherine Moore / Lori Ann Morse / Hillary Moslynn / Anita Murr / Hidenori Nakamura / Amie O'Connor / Mary Paal / Marion
Peper / Sharon P. Peterson / Vicki Ramsdell / Carol Rivers / Bea Sanderson / Nancy Scarlett / Andrea Scherb / Lynda Seidl / Peggy & Ed Simmer
Cade Smith / Hannalore Spahn / Virginia Spence / NancyJ. Spiro / Eliz. C. Treadway / Lorie Truemner / Wendy Van Dyke / Karen Wagner / Susan
Walsh / Colleen Welsh / Florence Westholm / Carolyn Wilcox / Drs. David & Dee Winston / Carla Yetter.

APRIL: Linda Adams / Kylin Bierau / Daphne Butters / Jill & David Clardy / Nayda Cole / Emily Cox / Bonnie Datko / Deniz Dindaruk / J. Farkas
Elaine Frant / Myrle Garlick / Claire Gates / Esther Goldhammer / James & Joyce Goode / David & Lynne Hamlin / Judith Kemmerer / Nancy
Kippen / Arja Kivi / Kaori Kiyama / Paul Kurtz / Susan & Stephen McGirr / Janis Mize / Bobbie North / Maria Odum / Carlos Ortiz / Mary Louise
Rankin / Kenneth Roth / Susan Schultz / Debbie Tipsword / Evelyn Verch-Golze /Vicki Wilhite.

MAY: Rene Abbey / Karen Barr / Susan Beltt / Mary Buffington / Eliz. Carhart / Kathleen Casey / Judy Chamberlain / Mary Alice Dickson / Bennett
& Janine Engel / Troy Erickson / Dr. Wm. Faustman / Shemah Fletcher / Al Forman / Maureen Fries / Margaret Garcia / ViviAnne Bardsberg /
Margitta Graeve / Ann & Norm Grathwohl / Larry Haack / Koji & Misako Hanyuda / Rosanne Harder / Robin Hasenei / Sarah Hennings / Pat
Hottel / Sabine Huebner / Ritva Jouhtinen / Hiroharu Kawabe /Karen Kehoe / Janet Lane / Harley Leddon / Gloria Mahan / Ladona Mordecai
Robert Morse / David & Marcia Murray / Bobbie North / Birgitte Philipsen / Linda Praznik / Patricia Randall & Marilyn Cohen /John Rauh / Jim
& Melinda Reavis / Geraldine Riffel / Carrie Robbins / Dorilla Sansom / Bettina Schmolla / Marianne Schonrock / Rachel Schumacher / Joe & kay
Slack / Goria Stiltner / Kevin & Janet Stockburger / John & Joan Taylor / Evelyn Timberlake / Susan Tucker / Claudia Wiener / Karen Wolfe.

The EXPIRATION DATE of your Subscription to the Scratch Sheet is
also posted on your MAILING LABEL. All those listed above must re-
new now to insure Non-Stop delivery. We encourage you to pay for 2
or 3 years at a time. Then you can relax and not worry about being
dropped. Last day to renew is May 30, 1996.
Allow six weeks for renewal processing.

ALWAYS USE THE RENEWAL FORM BELOW.

- S S S-S .- YUy, — -

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(or Change of Address Form)

NEW FANCIER MEMBER- BREEDER MEMBER PROVISIONAL BREEDER
SHIPS, RENEWALS ADDRESS CHANGES MEMBERSHIP INFORMA-
ADDRESS CHANGES TION/ADDRESS CHANGES
Karen Norris Wiggins Judy Chappetta Darlene Ruhle
619 Pine Circle 2210 Jefferson Ave. 2721 Aspen Circle
Seabrook TX 77586 New Orleans, LA 70115 Norman OK 73072

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE yALY

PHONE

D NEW FANCIER MEMBER D FANCIER RENEWAL D BREEDER MEMBER RENEWAL
D Please send me information on how to become a Breeder Member of MCBFA.

D I have included the extra postage required to mail The Scratch Sheet to my overseas country.
D I have included the extra postage to receive The Scratch Sheet via First Class. Ireside within the Continental U.S.

[ 7hisis a NEW ADDRESS. Please change it on the MCBFA mailing list.




CLASSYCOON CATTERY

MAINE COON CATS & KITTENS
: with Purrsonality

Dave & Judy H(ll:\'C'\’ L CFA. CFF
7932 Mudge Drive
Bridgeport, NY 13030 MCBFA
geport, Y McCe

315-633-2939

% Specializing in Tabbies with orwithout white
All Kittens Home-raised with Love
Stud Service Available

Ginny O'Neil Follensbee
507-635-5746 )

MAJESTICATS

MAINE COON CATS
Regal Cats with Charisma

RR #1 — Box 243
Kasson, MN 55944

619-435-575
FAX619-435-8968

Diane & Chuck Sweeney

°ACFA 810 Coronado Ave Wendy M. Meyer RR 4 Box 50A
*CFA Coronado, CA 92118 507-433-8375 Austin, MN 55912
e TICA Member Maine Coon Breeders & Fanciers Association

Maine Coon Cats

Confirmation & Class: A Winning Combination

MCBFA
ACFA
CFA

407-695-1028
STEVE & CAROL LAWSON FAX 407-260-2018

Kittens With A Future . .. From Cats With A Past

ar S X
T BPean Minu
MAINE COON CATS
BRED FOR QUALITY

TICA ~ CFA ~ CFF ~ ACFA

206-642-4937

MCBFA
Tom & Carol Job Road, P.O. Box 10
Pedley Standish, ME 04084

Maine Coon Breeders & Fanciers Association
Jim & Cheryl M. Gower

12376 Checkerboard Rd.

Gervais OR 97026-9701

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

IS5y

Please, Note Your
Expiration Date.
RENEW EARLY to ensure
no interruptions
in your subscription.
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